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Stja u u Qadhafi to discuss tbarcom- 
»\ __ ^ONIq > n concerns over the rece n t 
ni» 1m ^ Qb iwL>*ve of Jewish iomngrants from 
P e who •= Soviet Urticp to IsraeL Arafat 
° ^^ootjwvu®, ™ the immigrants represent a 
? ers ^eje^nger for ait Arab suites, the 
3P* of tonj^byan news agency JANA re* 
l 6bter and ^>rted after the meeting in Bcn- 
Qt * k* AiittU 8 t 32 *. Libya- “The purpose of my 
c oun is to inform Colonel Qadhafi 

there**, ■ ^ibe evolution of tbe Palestinian 
ice to convirt^ cstion and. in particular, of the 


Idler (fedM **■ Scats not only a danger for the 
nmpjtk f Ji 1 5 .tosdnian people but also for aQ 

^UwSS'-* Arab “« 

• laming barters. Also in Tunis, Che 
■required to 


to discuss the same issue. 

*««• oaj^llltlas fight 
« South Lebanon 

idence that the J^ON (R) — Lebanon's rival 
>cf periods of y,i'ite Muslim militias fought in 
cdominant pcajvjuih Lebanon Wednesday with 
, vo mitin g and &***& aod macfauieguns. Secnr- 
id the prosecaJ? sources said two people were 


hj me pfoseator i w ® 1110 ***** iw jwojae were 

ict attorney DgJP^ded when gunmen of. the 
dge ruled info^-Syrian An °d mifilja and raili- 
y r ase d of tibe Iran-backed Hjzbol- 


' whether fcS. <?<*?. <* ta *? ed ,® 

as a wsntmi 1 m A1 Tufab area, 40 

" ™ „ ™ ^metres south of Benut. The 

at act, Wells 

^ cst roono or uffstmg Derm een 

Inmnail rival groups st ar r ed last De- 
Otnpeil 9^^. i t 0 ^ ^ben hundre d s 

lug up Palestinian guerrillas deployed 

the area, but sporadic dashes 
itinued. ' ... 

SSo^astaJurte* clamped 

narble statue Iratifl KOSOVO, 
rots of mount Vbl __ . „ 


___ vr on riot-tom Kosovo province 

!°? ^JJ^jdnraday as troop. hStei out 

»atarday afteiBooiE hd m*tj ethnic Albanian 

rf 28 people ham 

sntre ct \ *e killed this month. But fresh 

v * amn0 “ r 1 £? ,ence *» several townsm 

:rs reported. Am jurovinoes as riot 

he statue ms ^jee dSspersed young prates- 
jsed to decorate *hs. 7 ^ Communist authorities 
3 ouse, bit tkii Vacjosed the nine p.m. to four 
before workec Mti. curfew in the face of secth- 
set it in place. E?s unrest between the province’s 
□f paint that K**jority' ethnic Albanians and 
blind sod eyehmlir Serbian rivals. 
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^ 0 °pOT^dn lkcOSlA (APJ — Iran's drief 

rn he °W a Ayatollah Morteza Mo- 

hronzedTi | P i,Sdai> Wednesday mged pro- 
bronz at ore throughout the country 

/H«-nihi i - 1 expedite trrab for criminals, 
CSnniW^ Television reported. Mo- 

of they® dai said at a press conference 

Tehran that “aggressors 
. mist public security and the 
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kSERU, Lesotho (A?) — The 
itary ruler of the southern 


Badran: Squadron issue 

is exploited by Israel 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Prime 
Minjsser Mnoran Badran was 


quoted Wednesday as saying the 
issue of a faint Jordanian- lraqi air 
frmse has been exploited by Israel 
and exaggerated by the world 


"The forma boo of tbe squad- 
ron is nothing more than joint 
training convenience prompted 
by Jordan's economic tfifficnl- 
tks," Badran was quoted by tbe 
daily A1 Qabas as saying in a 
dispatch from Amman. 

“Doe to the financial dtfScuK 
ses ttuuogb which Jordan is pas- 
siaf, some pilots who did not 
acquire mjnimnm flight hours are 
bong trained by Iraq, nothing 
more.” he said. “The matter has 
been exploited by Israel and ex- 
oggemea oy we worn moon. 


On Tuesday, Israeli Defenct 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin told the 
foreign affairs and defence com- 
mittee of his country's parliament 
that the squadron's purpose was 
not to ocmmrnt Israel, but to give 
Jordan what be called “internal 
backing/* 

After the session, however, he 
told Israel Radio that the country 
“must guarantee that Jordanian 
territory is not used as 1 base for 
Iraqi presence and act ms." 

Israeli leaders have v anted of 
possible threats from Iraq follow- 
sqg the August 1988 ceasefire in 
the Gidf war. 

Badran said the arrangement 
had “nothing to do” with His 
Majesty King Hussein's recent 
proposal for setting up an Arab 
corps that comprises troops from 


various Arab armies as a nucleus 
Cor a pan-Arab army. 

"The proposal is still an idea. It 
is an (rid question based on the 
formation of an Arab corps to be 
assigned the (ask of defending 
Arab lands. Nothing has been 
taken towards its implementa- 
tion.” Badran said. 

However, he did not rule out 
discussion of the issue by the 
leaders of the Arab Cooperation 
Council due to meet in Amman 
on Feb. 24. Tbe year-old ACC 
groups Jordan with Iraq, Egypt 
and North Yemen. 

“The issue is not on the sum- 
mit's agenda, but anything of 
interest to the ACC members can 
be taken up. The leaders can 
discuss anything including milit- 
aiy coordination," he said. 


Canada increases assistance bv 15m dollars 

Expert says Jordan’s gas 
reserve bigger than thought 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Estimates of 
proven gas reserves at Jordan's 
Al Risheh field have risen to 500 
billion cubic feet (14 bflliao cubic 
metres) and might go higher, a 
Canadian energy expert said 
Wednesday. 

J.S. Hcptoo, an executive of 
tbe state-owned Petro-Canada 
frfenniioDiI Assistance Cor- 
poration (PdAC) told reporters 
the gas find was cranmeraal and 
viable for electricity genenrioa. 

There are SCO baton standard 
cubic feet of proven reserves " be 
was quoted as saying by Reuters. 
This reserve number is related 
to me pool and there is other 
evidence that there are other 
pools that have reserves but are 
not connected to the same pool.” 

Is November PC1AC put 
proves reserves at Al Risheb at 
260 biflion cubic feet (7.4 billion 


advise tbe Jordan Electricity Au- 
thority (JEA) to add two more 
turbines to an existing power 
station at Al Rishch, near the 


Iraqi border. 
Tne Knwa 


Hepton said the Natural Re- 
sources Authority (NRA) might 


The Kuwait Fund for Arab 
Economic Development lent the 
JEA $10 million in December to 
move two 30 megawatt gas tur- 
bines to Al Risbeh, where two 
existing turbines are proviffing 
about 15 per cent of national 
electricity needs. 

Jordan and Canada on 
Wednesday signed &h agreement 
providing an extra 15 millio n 
Canadian dollars (U.S $12 mo- 
tion) to 32.1 mtition already allo- 
cated for FQAC assistance to 
Jordan over the next two years, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
reported. 

The new funds will pay for 
equipment, training, advisers and 
technical support for NRA prog- 
rammes, including continued 
work on evaluating Jordan's hyd- 


rocarbon potential and the de- 
velopment of natural gas and 
crude oil deposits, a statement 
issued by the Canadian embassy 
here said. 

Canadian drilling rig and other 
equipment will be donated to 
Jordan in 1990 and PCIAC will 
help the Kingdom in its efforts to 
attract international investment 
in oQ and gas exploration. 

The agreement was signed by 
Minister of Energy and Natural 
Resources Thibet Al Taher and 
PCIAC chairman Peter Towe. 

After tbe signing ceremony, 
Towe was received by Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran, who 
voiced Jordan's appreciation for 
the Canadian assistance 

Towe expressed his deep satis- 
faction with the level of coopera- 
tion with Jordan and praised the 
NRA staff for their skill and 
cooperation with Canadian 
teams. 


Settlers can remain under 
Palestinian rule — Hussein 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Faisal Husseini, a 


tutor, said Jewish settlers could 
remain in the occupied lands once 
a P alestinian state was estab- 
lished if they agreed to integrate 
into Arab vittaves. 

“People who want to five in 
mixed Jewisli-Miistiin-Christifm 
villages, that’s fine, but there win 
be no .zoom for gjbettoes," Hns- 
setni told 200 Israeli activists of a 
newiy fbnned peace movement of 


Sephardic Jews from slums and 
dsadvantaged towns. 

Husseini, speaking in Hebrew, 
said that die more than 70,000 
Israelis who live in the occupied 
lamfa would have to agree to live 
under Palestinian rule if they 
wished to remain. 

Tbe ■ Sephardic group, called 
“The Forum for Social Justice 
and Peace,” claims a membership 
of 2,000 Jewish Israelis of Arab 
origin, a public which has tong 
been a bastion of support tan 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamil's 


Husseini 

right-wing Likud bloc. 

The new group's leaders want 
the Israeli government to launch 
peace talks with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO).' 


“We have no choice but to talk to 
the Palestinians, even with (PLO 
leader) Yasser Arafat. Arafat is 
showing openness. Why 
shouldn't we be going for' 

? :ace?” said one organiser, 
ehuda Elush, 32, a former 
Likud supporter from the south- 
ern town of Beersheba. 
(Cautioned cm page 3) 


U.S. ‘ deeply concerned’ over 
Israel’s violations of rights 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Tbe U.S. State Department said 
Wednesday that human rights m 
the Israefi-occupied territories 
area matter of deep concern, and 


but contended mat it had to use 
farce to contain the 26-month-old 
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Tbe State Department 1989 re- 
port on human rights accused 
Israel of beating Palestinian de- 
tainees, 10 of Whom later died, 
destroying property, illegally 
searching and demolishing 


bouses, expelling residents and 
making excessive use of firearms. 

Tbe report was the second in 
two days to accuse Israel of tram- 
ping on die nights of the 1.7 
m3h on Palestinians in tbe occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

On Tuesday, the Arab West 
Bank human rights group Al 
Haq, said Israel increasingly used 
torture, “electric shocks, bum- 


testicles as well as sleep and food 
deprivation,” to try to crush the 
upnring. 


The State Department’s report 
to Congress found an increase of 
ItiOiiigs in the occupied territor- 
ies: 432 in 1989, of whom 304 
were killed by Israeli forces and 
128 by other Palestinians — com- 
pared with a total of 366 reported 
m 1988. 

“This took place in an environ- 
ment influenced by some state- 
ments by various Palestinian 
leaders and the unified command 
promoting violence..., tough 

(Cootinaed os page 3) 
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IjSSSs I PLO, Egypt discuss efforts 


c?ing power in a January 1986 
•> J;p, Major General Justin 
^ebanya and his mititaiycoancii 
\ ?;e said they were govenung the 
tfS-ritxy in consultation with the 
s I'g, while outlawing alt political 
* I vity. On Monday, Lekhanya 


CAIRO ( 


— Senior 

Organisa- 
tion (PLO) officials discussed 
ways of reviving die Middle East 









counterparts in Cair o Wednes- 
day, Foreign Ministry officials 
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FLO Executive Committee 
membm Mahmoud Abbas and 
Abdullah Al Hounmi met Osama 
Ai Baz, senior adviser to Egyp- 
tian President Hum Mubarak. 

Tbe ministry officials told re- 
porter foe two rides, continuing 
Jobss efforts to posh the peace 


process forward, had discussed 
developments in tbe area. They 
did not elaborate. 

Egypt is frying with the United 
States to bring Palestinians and 
Israelis together for a first-ever 
dialogue in Cairo. 

But dipkonals say the Jolfingof 
nine Israelis and two Egyptian 
guards by unidentified gunmen 
sear Cairo on Feb. 4 bis cast a 
shadow over Egypt-Pakatinian 


Yasser Arafat and Mubarak to 
ease tics strained by die bus 


Press reports said Wednesday 
that mediators hoped to arrange a 
meeting between PLO Chairman 


Israel's prime minister is block- 
ing Middle East peace with 
“obstacles after obstacles ” an 
Egyptian ministe r said, and the 
resulting turmoil breeds extrem- 
ists against Israelis. 

The comments by Butros Gha- 
fi, state minister for foreign 
affair s, constitute the harshest 
criticism of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Shamir by a top Egyptian 
official since peace moves began 
in earnest last May. 


Upper House of Parliament endorses 1990 budget 


Government to review investment 
policies, boost private sector’s role 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran said 
Wednesday the government 
would reexamine the Kingdom’s 
investment policies with a view to 
ensuring a better climate for in- 
vestment and would boost the 
private sector's role in bolstering 
the national economy. 

The government also plans to 
gradually sell its shares in various 
companies and oigamsarions to 
the private sectoT and reinvest the 
proceeds in productive small and 
medium size projects which can 
produce goods for export, the 
prime minister told the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate), 
which approved the 1990 fiscal 
budget during the same session. 

The government is committed 
as of this year to refrain from 
exira public spending without 
prior approval from the Lower 
House of Parliament, and wiD 
from now on present the budgets 
of various public organisations to 
the House’s Financial Commit- 
tee, Badran said. Furthermore, 
the government will study the 
status of these semi-independent 
organisations with a view to 
merging some of them or plating 


them under direct government 
control. 

The prime minister, who was 
addressing the Senate after hear- 
ing its members' remarks on the 
biKlget, reiterated tbe govern- 
ment's pledges given to the Low- 
er House. He said the govern- 
ment would limit its internal and 
external borrowing to the bare 
minimum and, in accordance with 

the budget provisions, would 
abide by the ec on o mi c adjust- 
ment programme and try to 
spread loans of big amounts over 
long terms. 

Tbe adjustment programme, 
the prime minister said, aims to 
make tbe country more self-re- 
liant, i nc re a se national savings, 
stem consumption, increase in- 
vestments in small and medium 
size projects, reduce the budget 
defiat and ensure social security. 

Badran said that the govern- 
ment's r e ce n t decision to float 
commercial interest rates on sav- 
ings and deposits was aimed to 
stop local funds from going 
abroad and reduce consumption. 

At the same time, the govern- 
ment will, in cooperation with tbe 
local specialised credit agencies. 


Iraq sets conditions for 
reconciliation with Syria 


AMMAN (Agencies) — Iraqi 
President Sadrfam Hussein has 
stressed that reconciliation with 
Damascus hinged Syria with- 
drawing its troops from Lebanon 
and showing rims of goodwill on 
the part of Syrian President 
Hafez AI Assad. 

“(Syria) should pull (its) troops 
from Lebanon so that this coun- 
try be able to recuperate and 
rebuild its integrity...” said Presi- 
dent Hussein in a strongly- 
worded 31-page letter he sent to 
Lower House of Parliament 
Speaker Suleiman Arar. 

The Iraqi president’s reply 
came in response to a call issued 


efforts with leaders of tbe region 
so as to build a unified Arab 


were sent to His Majesty King 
Hussein, Palestine Liberation 


Organisation (PLO) leader Yas- 
ser Arafat and the Syrian presi- 
dent. 

In Damascus, the official Sy- 
rian News Agency (SANA) high- 


lighted the letter sent to Assad by 
the Jordanian deputies, signalling 
a softening of Syria's position on 
patching up the 10 -year-old dif- 
ference between the leaderships 
of the two countries. 

In his Feb. 5 message to Presi- 
dent Assad, Arar urged the Sy- 
rian leader to help revive the 
Syrian-Iram-Jordanzan “Eastern 
Front” »n<»Tw against Israel. 

“We beg yon to take effective 
steps to liquidate this dispute and 
to dear the atmosphere and cre- 
ate one joint Arab stand that is 
capable of facing the present 
challenges,” Arar wrote. 

In his message to the Lower 
House, President Hussein .raid: 
“We ask that (President Assad) 
pubUdy apologise for Us pofities 
and wrongdoings, which harmed 
this nation, in order for us to 
believe that be is serious and 
willing to open a new page.” 
The Syrian-Iraqi dispute has 
been a major factor blocking an 
Arab summit which several Arab 

(Contfamed on page 3) 


Sniping persists 
in eastern Beirut 


BEIRUT (AP). — Rival forces 
exchanged snipe fire in the 
embattled Christian enclave 
Wednesday and Samir Geagea's 
militia adopted a new plan to 
thwart any attempt by Michel 
Aoun to storm its strongholds. 

Police said one person was 
killed and five people, including a 
six-year-old boy, were wounded 
by sniper fire along the con- 
frontation lines between 
Geagea's militia and Aonn's 
troops in east Beirut and the 
northern suburbs. 

A police spokesman said tbe 
intermittent exchanges persisted 
all day despite the ceasefire, 
which went into effect Saturday 
in an effort to ball the imra- 
Christian power struggle Iot con- 
trol qf the SOO-sqnaro-Utomrtrc 
enclave. 

Aonn's command, in a com- 
munique, issued an updated 
casualty list saying another five of 
its 19,000 troops were killed be- 
fore Saturday, which raised the 

overall toll of reported army frda- 
Ifrjes to 97. 

By police count, at least 673 
people have been killed and 1,877 
wounded in the worst intra- 
Christian fight in the nearly 15- 
year-old era war. 

The confrontation, which 
brake out Jan. 30, also has in- 
flicted damage on private and 
public property estimated at $750 

millio n. 

Meanwhile, a military source 
dose to Geagea’s command said 
the Lebanese Fences militia has 
adopted a new mflitaiy plan to 
thwart expected efforts fay Aoun 


to storm through its isolated 
pockets of resistance in east 


Theplan also aims at defending 

the militia's main jjt pmghflld ami 

powerbase in the Christian 
hinterland of KcSTOuan, north of 
Beirut, said die source, who re- 
fused to be further identified. 

The plan was reported after 
Geagea flatly rejected Aram's de- 
mand to distend his mflrtia, 
saying the 54-year-old general 
should make concessions. 

The plan stipulates a major 
tank-led artarfr by Geagea's men 
against tbe rear of Aonn's troops 
if the general tries to penetrate 
the mmtia’s stronghold in east 
Beirut with the aim of occnpyiqg 
Beirut port to secure maritime 
supply lines. 

“If dashes break out anew, it 
will be a tough, crashin g battle 
throughout the Christian en- 
clave, * the source said. 

He said about one- third of 
Geagea’s 6,000 hardcore militia- 
men were now deployed in east 
Beirut defending the city's har- 
bour, the adjoining hilltop district 
of Ashrafiyeh and their war coun- 
cil headquarters at Karantina. 

About 300 other tough militia- 
men have been deployed in the 
Lebanese Forces' other Beirut 
pocket of Nabaa north of Ashra- 


Lebanese Forces fighters, with 
an experience of nearly 15 years 
in street batiks, “are waiting for 
Aram's army in die narrow alleys 
of Ashrafiyeh, which has become 
a huge garrison,” tbe source said. 


help provide loans for investment 
in projects at very reasonable 
cost, Badran said. But he noted 
that the Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) would keep dose watch 
over interest rates at Jordanian 
banks. 

The prime minister reiterated 
the government's pledge to the 
Lower House about continuing 
subsidies for basic food commod- 
ities within the means. Tbe 
government will seek to provide 
subsidised commodities, mostly 
to tbe needy groups, Badran 
added. 

He said the government would 
give due attention to solring the 
unemployment problem through 
a national integrated programme. 
He died the recent derision by 
the La bo or Ministry to stop 
issuing work permits to non- 
Jordanians as part of the govern- 
ment’s measures to deal with the 
issue. 

The Senate endorsed the 1990 
fiscal budget as referred to it by 
the Lower House after its approv- 
al. The Senate endorsement came 
after hearing a report on the 
budget by its Financial Commit- 
tee which was read out by the 


committee chairman, Khalil Al 
Salem. 

In his report Salem urged the 
government to expand productive 
projects, specially in agriculture, 
improve public administration, 
help stabilise the monetary mar- 
ket and open the way for private 
enterprises. Hie report also 
urged the government to main- 
tain subsidies of basic foodstuffs 
for needy groups, increase 
national aid fund for poor fami- 
lies, deal with the unemployment 
problem and to put an end to 
borrowing from tire Central Bank 
of Jordan. It also called on the 
government to sell its shares in 
companies to the private sector, 
to reduce imports of cars and 
computers and to settle the issue 
of Petra Bank and retrieve stolen 
funds. 

Among the senators who spoke 
was former Prime Minister 
Ahmad Obeidat who called on 
the government to deal with the 
unemployment problem. Obeidat 
said that by the end of 1989 there 
were 94,000 unemployed Jorda- 
nians, 50 per cent of whom had 

(Con tinned on page 3) 


Toujan Faisal 
found not guilty 


By Ghadeer Taher 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — Tbe Sharia appeals court Wednesday ruled that a 
Jordanian woman was not guilty of apostasy, but the plaintiff, a 
lawyer himself, said he planned to file a new lawsuit involving the 
same charges. 

The verdict in favour of Toujan Faisal, who was accused of 
challengin g the Prophet Mohammad's sayings through her writings 
is the local press, came during tbe second session of an appeal 
court bearing. The head of the three-judge committee. Sheikh 
Saleh Muhtaseb, ruled that Faisal was a Muslim woman who 
believed in the Koran and the sayings of the Prophet Mohammad. 

“The court's decision has made it dear that the petitioners had 
political motivations not religions ones,” Faisal, who ran in tbe 
Nov. 8 parliamentary elections, cold the Jordan Tunes. “They are 
trying to block any progressive trend in the country,” she said. 
Faisal did not attend Wednesday's court session. 

When the case surfaced in October, many activists described it as 
an attempt by religious extremists to “stifle the woman's movement 
at a time when women were running in the elections for the first 
time in the Kingdom's history." 

But lawyer Abdullah Shamayleb was not convinced of Wednes- 
day’s ruling. “I plan to file another case against Toujan and her 
brother, Mo hamma d Faisal. I have other evidence from her 
writings and from witnesses.” The lawyer explained that the case 
against Faisal's brother hinges on the fact that he agreed with 
“every word” die wrote and said. 

“The court’s decision was incomplete. It did not cover all the 
points in the article, word by word," Shamayleh said. The lawyer 
was referring to a Sept 20 article written by Faisal in the local 
press. “The court did not even ask me why I thought she 
committed apostasy,” he said. 

However, Faisal's lawyer, Morir Hammo, said “the court 
decision is final. He (Shamayleh) cannot demand anything more.” 
'Hammo did sot dismiss the possibility that Faisal may file a libel 
suit against Shamayleh as well as other two plaintiffs. 

Shamayleh represented the two original plaintiffs. Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman Abdul Rahman Al Kurdi, a mufti in the Armed Forces, 
and Mntasem Fans, a private in tbe Armed Forces, in the case filed 
in the run-up to the Nov. 8 elections. Both plaintiffs later withdrew 
after the Amman Sharia court ruled that the case was beyond its 
jurisdiction. 

Bnt Shamayleh later took on the case himself and filed an 
appeaL 

The case was based on an argument that some of Faisal's writings 
in local newspapers “challenged the Prophet Mohammad’s sayings.” 



CONGRA TULA TIONS 

ARAB BANK 

WITH ALL ITS BRANCHES 

Presents sincere congratulations and best 
wishes to His Majesty King Hussein on 

the occasion of the Prophetic Ascension. 

■ 

May God grant Your Majesty and the 
Arab and Islamic nations farther prosper- 
ity and success in the years to come. 
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Bashir ends visit to Cairo 


Sudan says Israel, Cuba give 


military 



to rebels 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudan’s military ruler said Tuesday 
that Israel and Cuba are giving military aid to 
southern Sudanese rebels and that Israeli experts 
have been battlefield casualties. 


Israeli and rebel spokesmen 
discl aim ed knowledge of any 
Israeli presence witb the rebels. 

Lt.-Gen. Omar Hassan A1 
Bashir, who chairs the military 
junta ruling Sudan since a coup 
last June 30, spoke at a news 
conference at the end of an offi- 
cial visit, his third as head of 
state. 

“We have definite proof of the 
presence of Israeli experts at re- 
bel centres for training and oper- 
ational planning and of military 
support reaching the (rebel) 
movement from Israel,*' he 
said. 

He said his government has 
“information that there have 
been human losses among Israelis 
in some battle areas." 

The Sudanese leader gave no 
details. But his main field com- 
mander in the south was quoted 
Tuesday as saying that three 
Israeli experts were reported 
wounded in fighting in the 
Equatoiia region. 


Equatoria is one of three 
utnern 


soutftem regions wracked by dvjH 
war since renegade army Col. 
John Garang’s Sudan People’s 
liberation Army (SPLA) laun- 
ched operations against die Mus- 
lim-dominated government 'in 
1983. The rebellion was to press 
demands for autonomy and eco- 
nomic reforms in the sooth, inha- 
bited mostly by Christians or 
anlmists of African descent. 

Maj.-Gen. Nassereddin Suli- 
man, the government's military 
commander in Equatoiia, told 
the Sudanese newspaper Ai Injaz 
A1 Watany that his command had 
received a report saying three 
Israeli experts were wounded in a 
mine explosion while inspecting a 
rebel camp in Equatoiia. 

In Israel, Defence Ministry 
spokesman Dan Weinreich said: 
“I don’t know about such an 
accident, and I don’t know about 
Israelis in southern Sudan.” 

In Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, a 
spokesman for the SPLA, ,Lam 


Akol, said: “There has not been a 
single Israeli that has gone to the 
south or near the border” be- 
tween Ethiopia and Sudan. 

Akol said the rebel command 
has not “contemplated or antici- 
pated any form of assistance from 
Israel” and charged that 
Sudanese government claims of 
involvement by the Jewish state 
were intended to “isolate us horn 
die Arab World.” 

In his news conference, Bashir 
said the SPLA sent to Cuba “very 
large numbers of young south- 
erners” for ideological indoc- 
trination and military t raining . 
“They are there now, and oux 
information is that there is a 
school in Cuba called the Sudan 
school,” he added. 

Brig. Dominique Cassiano, a 
member of Bashir’s junta, told 
the newspaper Al Injaz Al 
Watany the rebels have 12,000 
men in Cuba. 


can Unity (OAU), he 
The rebels and the government 
held peace talks in Addis Ababa 
last August and in Nairobi, 
Kenya, in December. Both 
rounds were inconclusive. 


The Sudanese strongman asked 
Mubarak after the December 
meeting to try to organise a third 
round in Cairo. President Mobu- 
tu Sese Sekou of Zaire also has 
been mediating. 


“Efforts are under way now by 
our brothers in Egypt and 
Zaire..., and we hope that the 
results of these efforts will 
in the next few days,' 
said. 
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But he said a 1976 joint de- 
agreement between Egypt 
and Sudan “remains in force and 
will not be abrogated*” 

Peace terms voiced by the SPLA 


in negotiations with foe gov 

for i 


told reporters that he 
had President Hosni Mubarak 
discussed how to end the south- 
ern Sudan rebellion peacefully. 
They dealt with a potential Egyp- 
tian role in peacekeeping, both as 
honest broker as as current chair- 
man of the Organisation of Afri- 


ment include a demand 
ceUation of the pact. 

Civilian Prime Minister Sadek 
Ai Mahdi an no un ced shortly be- 
fore Bashir deposed him that it 
had been abrogated. The asser- 
tion by Bashir that the agreement 
remains valid appeared to indi- 
cate he has revived it. " 


Iran accused of burying riot victims 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iran’s main 
opposition group said Wednesday 
I ranian authorities had secretly 
buried a number of people killed 
in rioting in Tehran. 

The Iraq-based Mujahedeen 
Khalq quoted witnesses in 
Tehran as saying at least 10 peo- 
ple killed in riots in the Iranian 
capital last Friday were buried in 
unmarked graves at the Behesbt 
E Zahra Cemetery. 

The Mujahedeen, in a telex to 
Renters, said security forces in 
Tehran were still on alert for any 
new outbreak of violence. 

Iranian newspapers Sunday 
said “opportunists” bad joined a 
football riot Friday outside 
Tehran’s Shiroudi Stadium. 

Police said die disturbance was 
sparked by the last-minute can- 
cellation of a game because of 


bad weather. They said they 
arrested 30 hooligans stoning 
biddings. 

The Mujahedeen said Revolu- 
tionary Guards trilled several 
people tala'ng part in an anti- 
government demonstration in 
which they chanted “death to the 
Khomeini regime.” 

Rumours in Tehran said 800 
people were arrested and two 
police cars set on fire. The re- 
ports could not be independently 
confirmed. 

Meanwhile Iran's spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
Wednesday urged Muslim clerics 
to increase their already promin- 
ent role in running the country’s 
affairs. 

“Clergymen must be present 
on military, political and publicity 
scenes in greater numbers, with 


higher quality and in a more 
concerned manner,'' Khamenei 
told a group of Muslim derics in a 
speech, broadcast on Tehran 
Radio. 

“The clergy’s partidpation is 
indispensable for continuation of 
the revolution and the independ- 
ence of die Islamic Republic,” he 
said. 

Muslim clerics and their lay 
supporters were brought to pow- 
er by the late Ayatollah Rnhollah 
Khomeini’s 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion and are regarded by many as 
Iran’s new ruling elite. 

Apart from Khamenei, who 
holds supreme power under 
Iran’s constitution, mullahs cur- 
rently occupy the presidency, 
four of the country’s 22 ministe- 
rial positions, all top judicial 
posts and more than a quarter of 


parliamentary seats. 

Others are assigned as commis- 
sars to consolidate Islam’s hold in 
the armed forces, factories, 
schools and government offices. 
Some 2*500 derics and tfaeoiogib- 
al students were killed in die Gulf 
war with Iraq, according to offi- 
cial figures. 

In a separate development, a 
hardline Iranian newspaper urged 
the government Wednesday to 
take further punitive measures in 
response to what it described as 
hostile British acts against Islam 
and Iranian citizens. 

Jomhuri Eslami haded a gov- 
ernment decision Tuesday to re- 
voke die acc redi tation of an Ira- 


nian journalist who worked part 

ice of the 


time for the Persian service 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC). 


Afghan rebels shoot down military plane killing 20 


PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
Afghan guerrillas said Wednes- 
day they shot down a military 
transport plane two days earlier 
near the besieged garrison town 
of Khost in eastern Afghanistan, 
killing at least 20 people. 

All the dead were soldiers, a 
spokesman for guerrilla Com- 
mander Jalaluddin Haqqani said 
in die north-western Pakistani 
town of Peshawar, where guerril- 
la groups fighting the Kabul gov- 
ernment are bared. 

No independent confirmation 
of the report was available. 

The plane was bringing 
ammunition and soldiers from the 
capital Kabul and was brought 
down Monday by a U.S.-supplied 
Stinger missile in the Zamkhel 
area about 20 kilometres west of 
Khost, a rebel news service said. 

The Afghan Islamic Press, 
quoting information received 
from the area, said explosions 
continued for a Jong time after 
the crash. 

Two days ago, the guerrillas 
said they had captured an im- 
portant government hilltop posi- 
tion dominating Khost, which 
they have kept cut off by road 
from the rest of Afghanistan. 

Meanwhile another Afghan re- 
bel leader, Sibghatnllah Mojadi- 
di, denied Tuesday that the Mu- 
jahedeen were fomenting vio- 
lence in the Soviet Union’s south- 


ern republics. 

“The Russians are blaming us 
for the uprising in their Muslim 
areas, but the movement of Azer- 
is and Tajiks is part of the worl- 
dwide struggle against Commun- 
ism,” he said. 

Mojadidi^ president of the re- 
bel government in exile in Pakis- 
tan, said in an interview he knew 
of no weapons supplied by the 
Mujahedeen crossing the Oxus 
River into Soviet Tajikistan. 

“The Afghans by themselves 
are in a miserable condition,” he 
said. “They have not yet liber- 
ated their co un tr y . How can they 
be helping others.” 

Reports from Kabul said Soviet 
Ambassador Nikolae Pastukhov 
told reporters Sunday that 
Washington and Pakistan were 
using Afghan guerrillas to foment 
the trouble. 

Pakistan and the United States 
are the main supporters of 
Afghan rebels. 

Af ghans do not deny that they 
have poured thousands of copies 
of the Koran into the southern 
Soviet republics during more than 
10 years of war in Afghanistan. 
But they dispute how many are 
going across now. 

“There is no reason for that,” 
said another Afghan leader, Syed 
Ahmed Gailani. “When the 
Soviets were in Afghanistan that 
would have been a good reason to 


irritate them but not now.” •• 
Gailani, who goes to Tehran 
Wednesday to try to persuade 
Shi’ite Muslim Afghans to join 


elections proposed by the Pesha- 
exfle government, said 


war-based 
the Soviet Union could only 
blame itself if arms or other 
material were still being smug- 
gled. 

“They are pouring thousands 
and thousands of tonnes of war 
material into Afghanistan. If 
some of it slips back into the 
Soviet Union what harm will that 
do,” he said in an interview in 
Islamabad. 

Radical guerrilla leader Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar is widely held 
responsible for much of the smug- 
gling across Afghanistan's north- 
ern border but is reluctant to talk 
about it. 

In Tehran, an Iranian news- 
paper Tuesday called for a UJf- 
supervised plebiscite to deter- 
mine the form of g o v e rnm ent in 
neighbouring Af ghanis tan, 

■ The pro-government Tehran 
Times said a new Afghan peace 
plan proposed by Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
could be improved to play a key 
role in resolving the Afghan 
problem. 

The paper said a ceasefire in 
Af ghanis tan should be followed 
by a peace conference bringing 
together Afghanistan's neigh- 


bours — Iran, Pakistan, the 
Soviet Union and China — and a 
plebiscite to determine the form 
of the future Af ghan regime. 

“The United Nations should 
oversee the referendum to ensure 
a democratic dimate for it,” the 
Ir anian News Agency (IRNA) 
quoted the Tehran Times as 
saying. 

An Afghan government then 
must bf elected, the paper said, 
and Afghan should decide the 
question of demilitarisation, a 
key article in the Shevardnadze 
plan. 

Iran, which backs the Afghan 
guerrillas has not officially 
reacted to Shevardnadze's prop- 
osal. 

The 10-point plan, printed in 
the Soviet government newspap- 
er Izvestia last Wednesday, calls 
for a conference of Iran, Pakistan 
the Soviet Union and the United 
States after a ceasefire in Afgha- 
nistan. 

Tehran Radio Monday quoted 
President Ali Akbar Hasheam 
Rafsanjani as saying Iran wanted 
nothing but the indepen ence and. 
freedom demanded by the 
Afghan Muslims. 

“Nobody can do anything with- 
out concurrence of the Afghan 
people and Mujahedeen,” the 
radio quoted Rafranjam as telling 
Pakistan’s Aimed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Aslam Beg. 


Riyadh tells citizens 


not to visit Thailand 


BANGKOK (R) — Sancfi Arabia 
1ms advised its citizens not to visit 
Thailand following the murder of 
three Saudi embassy officials and 
die disappearance of a Saudi 
businessman in Bangkok, a Thai 
official said Wednesday. 

Government spokesman Suvit 
Yodmanee said Riyadh would 
stop issuing visas for Saudi 
citizens to visit Thailand for 
security reasons. He said be (fid 
not know when the restrictions 
would take effect. 

“We regret very much that this 
has to happen. I suppose it will be 
in effect until we catch the cul- 
prits,” Suvit said. 

Describing the restrictions as 
understandable, he said security 
for Saudi diplomats in Bangkok 
had been stepped up since the 
Feb. 1 shooting of three emb as sy 
officials in a busy residential area. 

Thai police believe the motive 
for the killing was international 
terrorism, but have yet to make 


The souring of relations was 
exacerbated by last week’s dis- 
appearance of Mohammed Al 
Kuwait, a partner in one of 
several dozen job placement 
agencies in Bangkok that send 
Thai workers to Saudi Arabia. 

Police found his empty car in 
the parking lot of a Bangkok 
ho spital- But officials said they 
believe he is still alive. 

The Thai government dosed 
down Naew Na newspaper last 
week for carrying a front-page 
headline saying Saudi embassy 
nffiHals were behind the mur- 
ders. The newspaper is expected 
to reopen soon, Suvit said, 
adding that it would print an 
apology for damaging Thai-Sau<fi 
relations. 

Business in Bangkok’s Soi 
Nana, a popular ied-light area for 
tourists f ro m the Middle East, 
has slumped drastically since the 
Saudi killin gs, local newspapers 
Tuesday. 


any arrests. 

Riyadh reacted to the murders 
by banning Thai workers from 
going to Saudi Arabia, an impor- 
tant source of foreign exchange 
for Thailand. 


Bangkok Post quoted one 
bar owner as saying the number 


of Saudi customers at her bar had 
dropped by 40 per cent, and that 
she might have to dose down if 
stiE fewer Arab customers came. 


Tunisian students, police clash 


TUNIS (R) — Students dashed 
with police at colleges in Tuns 
and the southern city of Sfax 
overnight and police detained the 
leader ofthe pro-Islamic Students 
Union v a union spokesman said 
Wednesday. 

Police fired tear-gas to dislodge 
students who had been staging a 
sit-in at a training college for 
science teachers in Tuns. 

Union spokesman Noman 
Eleuch said students pelted police 
with stones from rooftops and at 
least two people were injured, 
including a policeman. 

Abdul Latif Makki, die secret- 


ary general of the Tunisian 
General Students Union, was 
held after he arrived at about 2 
a.m. (0100 GMT), said the 
spokesman. 

Other dashes took place at the 
Science Faculty in Sfax and six 
students were held for question- 
ing, Eleuch said. 

Tunisia’s universities have 
been in turmoil for most of this 
academic year. Students are de- 
manding that police withdraw 
police from campuses and that 
the government reconsider plans 
to move one Tunis faculty to new 


Turkey names new foreign 
minis ter after Yilmaz quits 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s depu- 
ty prime minister and State 
Munster AH Borer was named 
the new foreign minister Wednes- 
day, the state-run radio said. 

The 66-year-old former la- 
professor replaces Mesut Yflnu— 
who resigned Tuesday. 

Bozer, a Western-educated 
liberal, was in charge of Turkey’s 
relations with the European 
Community (EC) to which it is 
seeking full membership. 

“I have resigned (as foreign 
minister) as of today for X believe 
tile mmmnim prerequisites for 
my continuation in office are 
lacking,” Yilmaz told the radio. 

“At a time when important 
developments in the world can be 
expected to influence Turkey, 
finding solutions to the problems 
and protecting national interests 
require a harmonious working of 
the cabinet,” he said, indicating 
differences within the govern- 
ment. 

A senior Foreign - Ministry 
source said shortly before Boxer’s 
appointment was announced that 
Turkey’s foreign policy would not 
change following Yumaz’s res- 
ignation . 

* “The foreign policies are not 
personal to the minister but those 
of the minis try and therefore of 
the government. There can be no 
change.” minis try spokesman 
Murat Snngar said. 

Yilmaz said he had presented 
his views to Prime Minister YII- 
dirim Akbulut and President Tor- 
gut Ozal and “after a final assess- 
ment have resigned.” 

Akbulut told reporters Yil- 
maz’s resignation and Boxer’s 
.appointment had been endorsed 
by Ozal. 

Yilmaz, 43, is widely seen as a 



contender to head Turkey’s rul- 
ing Motherland Party, a post 
Akbulut has said be will seek 
again at the next party congress 
in nrid-1991. 
a former judge at the 
European Court of Human 
Rights and. a. member -.of the 
International Com? of Justice in 
the Hague, was a dose associate 
of Ozal, during the president’s 
tenure as mime minister from 
1983 to 1989. 


Turkey faces ethnic problems 
with neighbours Bulgaria' and 
Greece and ties with another 
neighbour, Syria were recently 
strained by Ankara's dedsion to 
cut the waters of the Euphrates 
River for a month to fill the 
Ataturk Dam. 

Well informed sources ex- 
pected Akbulut to ride out con- 
troversy surrounding Yilmaz’s 
departure but they said his 
already limited support in the 
party might erode gradually. 

“It seems there is a {dot against 
Yilmaz to force him to resign... 
but when he resigns, he has a long 
political future ahead of him,” 
political columnist Guneri 
Gvaoglu wrote in the popular 
daily Sabah before the resigna- 
tion was announced. 

Yilmaz’s resignation deals a 
blow 1 to a government already hit 
by dwindling popular support. 


The Motherland Party was re- 
turned to office in November 
1987 for a second five-year term 
with 36 per emit of the national 
vote. 

But the party’s opinion poll 
ratings have been below 20 per 
cent for the past 11 months main- 
ly due to inflation now at an 
annual 60 per cent. 
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forced aid donors to seek new ways of getting food to 
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victims, diplomatic and relief sources say. 
can’t fast hope the' fighting will stop, said one 

SOUIX* taAddS Abtta, coKsi by telephone fromr^a. 

“People are looking around as fast as possible for alternative yslp 

considered was 

port of Asab, further south, and organising an airiift to the Eritrean 

Provincial capital of Asmara, the sources said. ^ 

“The situation is as serious as it possibly could be, said another 
source. “Relief prospects are grim at the m pment. . • 

Massawa, and the read up to Asmara, are the 
food supplies to northern Ethiopia, where U;N. officials estimate up 

to four million people need food aid this year- 
But the rebel Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF), wtadbis 
no for independence in Eritrea and which already controlled 
large areas in the- nest and north of the former Italian colony, 

launched a major offensive two weeks ago. - 

Food aid disfribution in government-held areas of Entreauwmcn 
had been going at a healthy pace, halted soon after the offensive 
began, rehef officials said. 

The rebels moved east and south, claiming to take Massawa and 

attacking the road to Asmara. ' m ' . . , . . 

The government of President Mengistn Haile Mariam has denied 
the rebel to control of Massawa and diplomatic sources said it 
was har d to say which version was true, but they did not expect either 

side to give up the fight quickly. 

A Danish ship entering Massawa 10 days ago with a cargo of 
mainly Irish-donated relief was attacked. Before it was released its 
cargo was unloaded by the EPLF, who said the supplies would be 
distributed to the needy through its own relief agency.^ 

The attack was condemned by the European Community, one of 
the largest aid donors to Ethiopia, which Monday appealed to both 
sides to cease attarim and allow relief supplies to land. 

Meanwhile it was not known what happened to about 50,000 
tonnes of food stocked in Massawa when the fighting started, but 
some diplomatic sources feared it might have been destroyed. 

It food is landed further south, airlifting it to Asmara would be 
necessary because tbe province south of Eritrea, Tigray. is in the 
hands of another rebel group, the Tigray People’s Liberation Front 

(TPLF). 

“Successful airlifts have been organised to get round the rebel-held 
areas in the past,” said one diplomatic source. 

But tbe problem with airlifts is that they -axe expensive and far less 
efficient than trucking, relief sources said. f- 

One Hercules transport place can move 1,500 tonnes a month, a 
small amount compared with the 18,000 tonnes a month needed by 
1 -25 million drought victims in Eritrea alone, said one relief source. 

The current fighting in Eritr ea also stalled a new plan for church 
agencies to take food over TPLF lines into Tigray, along with Eritrea 
the province worst hit by the drought. 

Tbe government said last month it would allow a group of local 
church agencies, the Joint Relief Partnership (JRP), to carry out an 
across-the-Hnes distribution programme. 

But supplies for that plan would have come through Eritrea. 
Another possible way in for supplies to both Tigray and Eritrea 
would be to increase supplies through Port Sudan to the rebels’ own 
relief agencies. But relief workers have said in the past-they- doubted 
everyone could be fed that way because the route was so long and 
toitnous. 


y; 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS BRIEFS 


Menem wants better ties with Syria 


DAMASCUS (R) — ArgentinePresdent Quios Menem was 
quoted Wednesday as saying he waited stronger ties with his 
ancestral home Syria. “Relations between our two countries have 
always been good mid could be better. And for this reason I sent 
my brother Munir Menem as ambassador to Syria,” be to Id Syrian 
television. Tbe interview was conducted in Buenos Aires and the 
text carried by the official Syrian News -Agency (SANA). 
“Cooperation should be much deeper not only in the commensal 
and industrial fields but also in the cultural and political sectors,” 
Menem said. 


Soviet envoy: No direct flights to Israel 


BAGHDAD (AP) — The Soviet diarge d’affaires Wednesday 
joined other Soviet diplomats in the Arab World ini trying to 
smooth local alarm over the immigration of hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews into Israel. The weekly Aif Ba’a quoted 
Afexender Kalogin, the ranking Soviet diplomat here, as saying 
the Soviet Union has no plans to allow direct flights for Soviet 
Jews from Moscow to Israel. “The talk about an air bridge 
between Moscow and Tel Aviv is not true as there are no direct 
flights... and we have no intention at the time being of opening 
one,” he said. The Soviet official said Moscow has been under 
pressure from Washington to allow direct flights but the U.S. 
appeals have been turned down. He also said some other 
countries have been asking Moscow to open direct flights, but he 
did not name them. 


Rafsanjani meets with Turkish aide 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian President Hashemi Rafsanjani 
Wednesday met with visiting Turkish State Minister for Economic 
Affairs, Gunes Taner, Tehran Radio reported. The broadcast, 
monitored in Nicosia, said Taner submitted a message to 
Rafsanjani from his Turkish counterpart, Turgut Ozal. He also 
reported to Rafsanjani about his talks with Iranian officials, and 
expressed his co untry's readiness to boost cooperation with Iran, 

especially in reconst r uction of war-battered industries, the radio 
said. 
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AMMAN — Minister of 

Tourism. Abdul Karim Al Kabw- 
iti Wednesday called for a con- 
certed government effort to cre- 
ate tourist facilities tor Jordanian 
vacationers with limited-income 
in a bid to boast domestic 
tourism. 

He said sating up nation*] 
camping sites in tourist region* 
was one of the projects that c o u ld 
be successful, out, he said, these 
projects reqoire sufficient funds. 

Speaking at a meeting with 
local journalists,, who toured 
archaeological and tourist sites m 
the Kingdom over the past three 
days, die minister said that Jorda- 
nian students visiting various 
areas had vandalised tourist cen- 
tres. ”It is now necessary to 

3 Head awareness among the chil- 
iren about their country’s histor- 
ical treasures in cooperation with 
the Ministry of Education and 
other authorities," Kabariti said. 

The journalists tour, organised 
by the Ministry of Tourism, took 
them to the’dcsert castles. Azrnq 
oasis, the Sfaomari -wihffife “ re- 
serve and the archaeological sites 
in Jerash, Madaba Maan. Karak 
and the ancient Nabatean dty of 
Petra in southern Jordan. 

The journalists were briefed on 
the ministry's programmes to 
boost the tourism industry. 
“Marketing Jordan domestically 
and abroad required concerted 
efforts on die part of the public 
and private sector and cans for 
the allocation of huge ftimfe,” the 
minister said. "For this reason, a 
committee grouping the Ministry 
of Tourism and the tourist offices 
was set up recently to raise 
$800,000 as an initial fond to 
finance such operations,** he said. 
In addition, be said, the Ministry 
of Tourism has received a request 
from 23 tourist companies to set 
up a tourist model village in 
Aqaba which, can serve local, 
Arab and foreign visitors. 

He said that problems related 
to the ministry was also working 
on resolving problems related to 
the supply of water, electricity 
and other services to all tourist 
sites like tire Dead Sea. Kabariti 
announced that in April Jordan* 
would be visited by the SrsJ group 
of Iraqi tourists and said he 
hoped that more groups would be 
visiting Jordan cm a regular baas. 
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Jordan factories need strong 
health safety programme 


By Nar Sati ... . 

-.to the Jordan Times 

AMMAhT — Risk control at 
Joitiassas factories a ve ry tow 
in comparison with interna- 
tionally accepted standards, 
according -to Dr. Peter Coo- 
pt*, a WdK German specialist 



l.x }{+ ■ 


iy visiting (he 
Gompc* has only 
for five days and only vi 
several factories, bat apparent- 
iy fts jpeoatwatiop in Third 
World industrial sectors allows 
him to m *V«* quick evaluation 
of the problem oS industrial 

situation to Jordan 
compares iritis most, countries 
in the region," Ire told the 
Jordan Tiroes. “While the, fee- 



said. 

While inspecting factories, 
be found out that the main 
problem was behavioural, 
“esreaaRy in man's dealing 
with machines." 

Neither the management nor 
foe workers have nsk aware- 
ness because of lack of indust- 
rial, educational or vocational 


training. . . 

There are conflicting views 
between management and 
workers concerning industrial 
accident*. “1 observed that the 
management, would Marne the 
employees for accidents accus- 
ing them of an doing as they 


told.** 'be said. On the 
other hand, employees insist 
that working conditions are not 
wfc, be added. 

According to a factory em- 
ployee, who did not wish his 
name be published, u we are 
expected to produce quality 
and quantity products m the 

shortest time possible while the 
manageme n t ignores foe risk 
of accidents.'’ 

Compcs agrees. He says that 
management outlook should 
change and that better working 
conditions be introduced, giv- 
ing employees more rights, re- 
sponsibility and reliability and 
(refining their exact duties. 

Another factory worker said 
he felt that the management 
does not seem to care about 
employees. "They are only 
concerned about making profit 
and drey cannot seem to find a 
medium where they can make 
profit while at the same time 
taking the well being of em- 
ployees into consideration,” 
said the worker, also speaking 

on condition of anonymity. 

• 

According to Compes, a 
strong industrial safety prog- 
ramme should be imposed in 
Jordan by the concerned au- 
thorities. "I found that such a 
program m e is misting in the 
factories," he said. The Social 
Security Corporation should 
also provide factories with 
technical officers who would 
supervise and seek to minimise 
the risks, he suggested. 


According to a factory man- 
ager, “foe government is not 
intervening sufficiently in pro- 
viding a legal bystem or any 
sort of constructive factory in- 
spection." He said he would 
“like to see more officials 
around.” 

But Compes insisted that the 

management should employ a 
skilled and qualified safety en- 
gineer. “In wen Germany it is 
by law that every company and 
factory have such a qualified 
person,” he said. 

"A satety engineer can 
advice the management and 
consult with employees. The 
engineer would bear responsi- 
bility and liability towards acci- 
dents and would provide the 
factory with accident statistics 
in terms of frequency and eco- 
nomic consequences. “This is 
crucial and it is missing in the 
factories 1 inspected," Compes 
said. 

The management is nUp un- 
aware of foe costs incurred due 
to accidents, he said. In addi- 
tion to talking about tire ethical 
and legal background of safety 
measures, the management 
should also concentrate on 
finding out their financial los- 
ses due to accidents, he added. 

Safety activities should have 
the same importance as pro- 
duction activity. ”Ii is better to 

E rcycnt accidents than to pay 
>r its consequences,” Compes 
said. 
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U.N. envoy probes means 
of assisting Palestinians 


AMMAN (J.T.) — United Na- 
tions Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Ctieflar is keenly con- 
cerned over dre economic de- 
velopment process in the occu- 
pied Arab territories in light of 
the deteriorating situation there 
over the past two yeas, accord- 
ing to de Cuellar’s special envoy 
to Jordan Frauds Blanchard. 

Blanchard, who is in Jordan to 
discuss ways of providing econo- 
mic and humanitarian assistance 
to tire Pales tinian people under 
occupation, said that km nrispoo. 
here requires coordination with' 
afi orgamsatiois that can help in 
this matter. 


Blanchard in a meeting with Oatan^alsotfcraffled kraej^ 

Dr. Ahmad Oatanani, director of roxation ^ 

the Ministry of Foreign Affaire Palestinians, which, he w® 
Department of Palestinian obstraenng any economic de- 

Affairs, reviewed the situation in ve SP ra ^ t l| mtUpt heard 
the Israeli occupied lands and 

Jordan’s assistance to the re- the views of <«l«r Jordaman gov 

croment officials, about the sraa- 
tion in the occupied territories, 
plans to visit Cairo before gomg 
to Tuqls for a meeting with Pales- 
tine President Yasser Arafat. 

He said at a meeting with the 
leakers of the Lower and Upper 
ouse of Parliament that Israel 
trying to foil his current 
missio n by blocking his visit to 
the occupied territories. 


fugees. 

The Jordan News Agency, Pet- 
ra, 'said that Qatanani presented a 
detailed outline to the U.N. en- 
voy on foe economic situation in 
the Arab territories pointing out 
Israel’s obstruction of humanita- 
rian and economic projects de- 
signed to improve the living con- 
ditions of Palestinians living 
under its rule. 



was 


Symposium 
delves into 
migration 
impacts . 

fRBXD (Petra) — A four-day 
symposium on migration and its 
social and economic impacts was 
opened at Yannouk university 
here Wednesday with the parti- 
cipation of delegates from 10 
countries in tire region. 

The Institute of Archaeology 
and Anthropology at Yannouk 
thrive isity n r^imwi the sympo- 
sium in cooperation yrifo foe 
Cairo-based regional population 
office, to shed tight mi population 

Middle I 



in the 

ami s et tlem en t issues in 
according to Dr, Fuad AJ Sheikh 
Salem, Yannouk University 
acting president. 

Dr. Huda Zreiq from tire Cairo 
regional population office under- 
fined the importance of the sym- 
posium in view of the numerous 
migration processes which took 
place in tire Middle East region 
over the ages. She said attention 
would be focused on economic 
and social problems. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compttcdfrotn monthly bulletins and 
foe daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify foe listed 
time and place with foe concerned institutions. 


☆ An exhibition of photos of plays directed by Cherean, Mes- 
gnfch, Mnoudddne, Pfamchou sad others, at the 


•fr An exhflrition of by AhuimmhWj MiMhHHwilaiiH 

Nm! AhduSah at Abdul fiameed Shoetan Foundation <10 
LB. - 8 JUDk). 

it A photography exhibition by Saner Al W at tire Yarraook 
University. . 

* An bsqi book efoijb&ioa at the Mn’ta University . 

tr An «M»Mm added “Twenty years of French con trib ution to 
studying Syrian archaeology” at foe Instftnte of A nthro pology 
mid Arc ha eology at Y ann ouk University. 

* AkexMbMoBafolM ^^ModebQffoeJo^ 
the Soviet Cuttural Centre. 

it A photographic. on the Soviet erased forces- at the 

Soviet Cultural Centre. 


A feature jQhn — rfht*d “Sophie's Choice" at tl 
Cenfre *— - 7:66' jua.- 

A Soviet film entitled "The Revotation Knlghts” 
Odtnnd Centre — £30 pjn. 



foe 
route 


Millionth passenger ferried 
on Aqaba-Nweibeh route 

AQABA (Petra) — The Arab Saudi Arabia for the annual pil- 
Maritime Bridge Company grim age there. Pilgrims, be said, 
(AMBC) Wednesday announced can make the trip along the route 
that it had transported the one to Aqaba and then board buses 
miUionfo passenger atone foe for M< 

Aqaba-Nweibeh 1 
and granted him 
along foe route for life. 

AMBC Manager Sabri Qatee’ 
who made the announcement, 
said that tire company, which was 
established in 198S and com- 
menced operations two years la- 
ter, owns two ferry boats to trans- 
port not only passengers but also 
trucks and small vehicles between 
Aqaba and Nweibeh. 

The company is contemplating 
the idea of launching a special 
tourist route between the two 
terminals and studies are under 
way for foe purchase or hiring of 
a fast boat which can ferry pas- 
sengers between the two rides, 

Qatee* said. He said there were 
also plans to arrange for ferrying 
Muslims on their way from the 
North African Arab countries to 


for Mecca and Medina. 

The company, which is owned 
by Egypt, Jordan and Iraq, has 
been employing two ferry boats, 
each with a capacity of 1,450 
passengers and 200 small cars, 
Qatee* added. He said the three 
countries were doing all they 
could to provide better services. 

Between 1987 and 198 9, he 
said, the ferry boats carried 
27,825 lorries and cold storage 
trucks, 98,106 buses and 7,407 
other vehicles. 

Referring to the possibility of 
North Yemen joining the com- 
pany, be said that this would be a 
welcome step, but a political deci- 
sion on the issue was needed by 
foe heads of the Arab Coopera- 
tion Council (ACC), grouping 
Jordan, Iraq, Egypt and North 
Yemen. 


Senate endorses budget 


(CoafoiKd from page 1) 

never had any employment in 
their Hfe. 

Senator L&Qa Sharaf urged the 
government to give more care to 
women’s development and to in- 
volve women in the national de- 
velopment effort. 

Before voting on the budget, 
the Senate approved a proposal 
by Amin Shukyr to set up asmall 


sub-committee from the Senate's 
Foreign Affairs Committee to 
prepare a memorandum which 
should be submitted to the heads 
of the four-member Arab Coop- 
eration Council (ACC) countries 
who are meeting in Amm an 
Saturday. The memorandum 
would deal with the threat to the 
Arab Nation posed by foe influx 
of Jewish immigrants into Pales- 
tine. 


Husseini: Settlers can stay 


(CoaHmri from page 1) 

Husseini 's 20- minute speech 
was one of a series be has given 
lately to Jewish groups as part of 
a new strategy to win more grass- 
roots sympathy among Israels for 
the Palestinian cause. . 

Foreign ministers of foe Euro- 
pean Community (EC) Tuesday 
urged Israel not to settle Soviet 
Jews in foe occupied West Bank, 
it would endanger foe 
le East peace process. 

“The attainment by Soviet 
Jews of this right (to emigrate) 
most not, however, he at tile 
of the limits of foe 



Palestinians in the occupied terri- 
tories,” the foreign ministers said 
in a statement after a one-day 
meeting. 

The Twelve urged foe Israeli 
government not to jeopardise the 
prospects of brin g in g peace to the 
region by either allowing or en- 
couraging Jewish immigrants to 
settle in foe occupied territories," 
the statement said. 

The community reiterated that 
it considered Jewish settlements 

in the occupied territories, in- 
cluding Arab Jerusalem, illegal 
and said it was seriously con- 
cerned about the settlement there 
of Jews permitted to emigrate 
under the Soviet liberalisation. 


Petra Bank protest snowballs; 
prime minister said to step in 


By Sana Atiyeh 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A stage-in protest 
by Petra Bank employees 
appeared to have gathered 
momentum Wednesday as 
more employees participated 
in it and for the first time 
publicly dema n ded foe resigna- 
tion of the bank’s management 
committee. 

The protesters threatened to 
escalate their action if their 
demands were not fully met. 
Their initial demands a few 
weeks ago, and until their first 
sit-in on Tuesday, had been 
better working conditions and 
management reform. But the 
protest snowballed into de- 
manding the removal of the 
management, which took over 
foe bank in line with a decision 
taken by the Economic Secur- 
ity Committee (ESC) lost Au- 

If the management resigned, 
some of the protesters 
gathered in front of the Petra 
Bank main offices in Wadi 
Saqra said, they will work for 
fret to “put foe bank on its 
feet, something the manage- 
ment has failed to do.” They 
reiterated that their demands 
were not financially-oriented 
but focused on management 
reconstruction. 

In an interview with foe Jor- 
dan Tunes Wednesday. Dr. 
Jawad Anani, vice-chairman of 
the management committee, 
said the management would 
not resign unless foe govern- 
ment asked them to. 

“The; government appointed 
us, and the government tells us 
to quit. This is their decision. 


not ours,” Anani said. 

The Jordan Banking and In- 
surance Employees Associa- 
tion (JBIEA), which is backing 
the employees’ demands, said 
that Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran had agreed to meet 
with the association to <famss 
the issue. 

Anani said foe proposed 
meeting was a “good idea, but 
I hope they deliver reasonable 
demands if foey want them 
fulfilled, and not the demands 
they are making now.” 

He added that he doubted 
the government would ask the 
management to resign before 
auditors prepare a final report 
on the financial status of the 
bank as of Aug. 3. 1989; that 

is, before the management 
takeover. He did not say when 
the final report would be com- 
plete. 

Anani expressed concern 
over the escalation of the pro- 
test. He said it would only 
widen the gap between the 
management and employees, 
and between the government 
and employees. “The bridge 
will become more difficult to 
build between the government 
and the association represent- 
ing the employees,” be said. 

An active member of the 
JBIEA, Yusef Hurani, siad the 
association had nor yet 
adopted the employees’ de- 
mand for the management res- 
ignation, “but if that is what 

the employees want, we will do 

* v 

it. 

Hurani told the Jordan 
Times thar leaders from 17 
different trade unions met 
Tuesday night and decided to 
send messages to the speakers 


of the Upper and Lower 
Houses of Parliament and the 
minister of labour to intervene 
to solve the employees’ prob- 
lems and ensure foe continuity 
of the bank. 

He also said that foe associa- 
tion presidents had decided to 
postpone a trip to Baghdad to 
attend a festival of trade un- 
ions in Iraq because of foe 
Petra Bank affair. 

Political activists and trade 
unionists addressed the protes- 
ters Wednesday and expressed 
solidarity with them and sup- 
ported their demands in their 

entirety. 

Deputy Ahmad Oweidi Al 
Abbadi also attended the pro- 
test in support of foe em- 
ployees and called on the man- 
agement to “come down here 
to foe street if you really care 
about the institution.” 

Many employees from bran- 
ches outside Amman, particu- 
larly those in Irbid, Karak and 
Aqaba, joined their colleagues 
in foe sit-in. They told the 
Jordan Tines that they had 
stayed away from work Tues- 
day, but came to Amman 
Wednesday to be with their 
colleagues in the second day of 
protest. 

Some of the protesters told 
the Jordan Times that the man- 
agement had assigned substi- 
tutes to branch managers to 
open the bank, but the bank 
failed to operate. 

“This was an unprofessional 
move by the management be- 
cause first of all foe substitutes 
could not operate, and second- 
ly substitutes are supposed to 
officially receive foe keys and 
credentials from foe actual 


branch manager so that re- 
sponsibility is pinpointed in 
case something goes wrong,” 
one branch manager told foe 
Jordan Times. 

Printers join protest 

Employees from the Petra 
Bank printing press also joined 
the sit-in, demanding better 
conditions. One of them told 
foe Jordan Times foal they do 
not enjoy similar benefits as 
the bank's employees such as 
two-month bonus salaries, 
health insurance and provident 
fund. He claimed foey were 
under “constant threat” from 
foe management that the press 
would be closed down. 

En another development, foe 
association representing em- 
ployees of publishing houses 
and printing presses 
announced ai the sit-in that it 
would ask its members not to 
work next Saturday in solidar- 
ity with foe Petra Bank em- 
ployees. Many of those work- 
ing' at the Petra Bank printing 
press also work for newspaper 
printing houses in the evenings 
and could paralyse newspapers 
if the call was implemented. 

There were more than 850 
people after 2 p.m. (after 
working hours) gathered on 
two sides of foe road in from of 
Petra Bank. Approximately 
200 of whom were employees 
of other banks, insurance com- 
panies and trade unions, ex- 
pressing their solidarity wirh 
foe Petra Bank employees* 
protest. Present at the sit-in 
were also Petra Bank clients 
expressing support for the em- 
ployees. 


Ministry offers help to 1 33,000 disabled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Social Development currently 
provides services to 133,000 
handicapped people, most of 
them children, through 56 gov- 
ernment and voluntary organisa- 
tions, Minister of Social Develop- 
ment Abdul Majid Shreideb said 
Wednesday. 

He expressed hope that the 
ministry's services would be ex- 
panded further to cover help to 
all the handicapped and needy. 


Shrekkh said at foe opening cere- 
mony of a new premises of the 
National Aid Fund (NAF) in 
Jabal Hussein held under the 
patronage of Her Majesty Queen 
Noor. 

The Queen formally opened 
the building and was briefed bv 
NAF Director Khalil Al Faroui 
the fund’s operations since its 
establishment in 1986. 

The fund is providing regular 
financial assistance to needy 


families and offering lump sum 
assistance to help heads of fami- 
lies to start small businesses and 
offers vocational training to the 
needy to help them earn a firing, 
he said. 

The NAF is a financially and 
administratively independent 
branch of foe Ministry of Soda! 
Development. It carries out stu- 
dies to identify needy groups 
eligible for fmanciaThelp, which 


in some cases reaches JD 40 a 
month, as well as free health 
insurance and medical services. 

The NAF, which receives 
allocations from the general 
budget and through donations 
from individuals and various 
organisations, operates through 
its 24 offices around the country. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment recently approved a propos- 
al to double foe fund's 1990 fiscal 
budget to boost its programmes. 


Ministry to spend 
JD 40m to equip schools 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Education said Wednesday 
that it would spend JD 40 million 
from now until 1998 to equip 
schools with technical facilities, 
including laboratories, and set- 
ting up centres for making educa- 
tional aids for schools. 

These projects, to be carried 
out in three stages 1989-1992, 
1992-1995 and 1995-1998, will go 
hand in hand with foe imple- 
mentation of recommendations 


adopted by foe 1987 educational 
conference 

educational system in tne King- 


for overha 


rba uling 
in the Ki 


the 


dom, according to Dr. Ahmad 
Hiyasat, director of foe ministry’s 
Department of Curricula and 
Educational Techniques. 

“At present, government 
schools in Jordan lack proper 
laboratories, school libraries, 
halls for educational television 
programmes and educational 
aids,” Hiyasat said. He said that 
Jordan's ability to produce educa- 
tional materials for schools, let 
alone producing materials for 
laboratories, was “very >■««*»*< 
indeed.” 

But, he said, between 1989 and 
1998. the ministry would try to 


supply schools with many labor- 
atories and their proper equip- 
ment and would set up libraries 
and build school auditoriums. 

Between now and 1998, secon- 
dary schools, for instance, would 
have 377 auditoriums and 295 
laboratories for physics, chemis- 
try and biology, according to 
Hiyasat. 

He said that his department 
would set up eight centres that 
would make educational aids for 
schools and their laboratories and 
libraries. These, he said, include 
maps, posters, boards, printing 
and photographic materials 
among other essential require- 
ments. 

The ministry was giving a lot of 
attention to computer science 
which 'would' gradually be intro- 
duced to all schools, Hiyasat said. 

He said that the ministry has 
now introduced computers at 163 
schools and computer subjects 
have been incorporated into the 
school curricula. In addition, the 
ministry has sent teachers and 
specialists on training courses 
abroad to acquire the essential 
skills for this type of work, 
Hiyasat said. 


Iraq sets conditions 


(Continued from page 1) 

states have sought in order to 
discuss ways of confronting mass 
Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Israel and ending Lebanon’s civil 


In his letter President Hussein 
catalogued Iraqi grievances 
against President Assad, stressing 
his support of Iran in the 1980-88 
Iraq- tan war and his acts in 
Lebanon. 

In his message to Aiar, Presi- 
dent Hussein made a chronolo- 
gical review of what he termed a 
turbulent relationship between 
his country and Syria ever since 


President Assad assumed power 
in foe eariy seventies. 

He referred to the 1972 disrup- 
tion of the flow of Iraqi oil 
through Syria after Damascus de- 
manded that Baghdad raise trans- 
portation fees to the Syrians. 
That move. President Hussein 
noted, came on the heels of Iraq’s 
nationalisation of oil industries, 
then a daring and pioneering 
move in foe Arab World. 

Acc o r din g to President Hus- 
sein, past attempts by His Majesr 
ty King Hussein to bridge foe gap 
between the two leaders had al- 
ways hit snags. 


■ 

U.S. ‘deeply concerned’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

■ 

Israeli security 'measures, the 
breakdown in law enforcement 
against conventional crime, and 
factional differences among 
Palestinians,” foe report said. 

In Israel itself, foe report said- 
Arab citizens have not shared in 
the rights and duties of Jewish 
dozens. 

The State Department report 


noted shortcomings in foe milit- 
ary justice system which it said 
. rarely acquitted defendants and 
most often convicted them based 
on confessions of questionable 
legality. 

Brigadier General Amu on 
Strashnov, Israel's chief military 
prosecutor, said some details of 
foe U-S. report were wrong but 
he acoepxeo many of the charges 
by Israel's closest any. 


Weekly reborn 
after 40 years 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The latest 
arrival at Jordan’s news stands 
is a weekly paper called Akher 
Khabar, foe last news. 

The Cyprus-based newspap- 
er is published by cartoonist 

Jala] Al Rifai, an unnamed 
financ ier and journalist Basem 
Sakejha, Sakejha told the Jor- 
dan Times. The paper is 
printed at Zarqa Free Zone. 

The first issue carries num- 
ber five, because Sakejha 
chose to renew a magazine his 
father Ibrahim Sakejha pub- 
lished in 1950. The 1950 maga- 
zine was suspended by the gov- 
ernment only after four issues 
because Sakejha Sr. at the time 
had published an item that 
incurred the wrath of some 
people who later beat him up, 
according to Sakejha Jr. The 
father then left for Jerusalem. 


The first issue of Akher 
Khabar included a news item 
that says Soviet carrier Aerof- 
lot received threats that its 
Middle Eastern offices might 
be attacked if the airline con- 
tinued to fly Jewish immigrants 
from the Soviet Union to 
Israel. 

Another article, claimed 
that the idea of a confederation 
between Jordan and Palestine, 
before the establishment of a 
Palestinian state, was being 
discussed by Jordan and the 
PLO. 

The newspaper, which will 
appear every Monday, also 
carried an interview with 
Democratic From for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP) 
leader Nayef Hawatmeh. 
Hawatmeh told Akher Khabar 
be would be visiting Amman 
and Salt, his birth place, soon. 




Verses 9 destroyed 


By Samir Hiyari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Confiscated 
copies of the book “foe Satanic 
Verses” by In(fian-boro British 
author Salman Rushdie were 
destroyed here by the con- 
cerned authorities, official 
sources said Wednesday. 

The sources, speaking to the 
Jordan Times and Al Ra’i on 
condition of anonymity, said 
an unknown number of copies 
of foe book were burnt since it 
is banned in Jordan under the 
Press and Publication Law. 
They said that foe books had 
been smuggled into Jordan by 
travellers and visitors to the 
country or arrived here by 
post. 

Rushdie has been in hiding 
ui Britain for almost a year 
after his novel, which Muslims 


say blasphemies Islam, drew Ira- 
nian death threats. He went 
into hiding last February after 
Iran's late leader Ayatollah 
Khomeini called on Muslims to 
kill him. 

Publication of the Satanic 
Verses in Britain and else- 
where sparked Muslim anger 
worldwide, and Rushdie, who 
has lived in Britain since be 
was 13, said he did not think be 
would be more secure by mov- 
ing to another country. Since 
going into hiding, Rushdie has 
written book reviews for Brit- 
ish and American newspapers. 

In a recent interview with 
the British Guardian newspap- 
er, Rushdie said foe hostility 
against him was misplaced anrf 

that he had received many 
letters of support from Mus- 
lims who bad read the book. 


Toujan Faisal not guilty 

(Cooforaed from page 1) 

The plaintiffs had specifically r efer red to foe Sept. 20 article 
written by Faisal in foe Arabic daily AI Ra’i in response to another 
more traditional definition of a Muslim woman’s role in society. 

The suit had sought .to declare Faisal legally incompetent, 
dissolve ber marriage, turn down her repentance if she made one, 
deny her afi rights, ban her writings mid give immunity to anyone 
who sheds her blood. 


i . 
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Proper diagnosis 


required 


THE convening of a special United Nations session to cttscass 
and probe the issue of drag trade is a timely international 
effort to root out the drag scourge at the source level. Hie 
magnitude of the drug epidemic is reflected in the volume of 
drug t rafficking estimated at about $500 InDioa, making it 
second only to international arms trade. However, this 
global war on drag cannot succeed without a concurrent 
deep-rooted commitment from all the countries of the worid 
to laid their unswerving support to this international effort 
by incorporating the guidelines of the United Nations 
a gains t drug trade into their respective domestic measures. 

Admittedly there are already a considerable body of 
international and domestic legislation on how to combat the 
drug problem and all that is lacking is the will and 
determination to enforce such laws hi a sensible ami rational 
manner. Still, there is room for the argument that there is 
nevertheless need for an international convention that treats 
the drug problem in all its dimensions and manifestations. 
Unfortunately, existing domestic and international rales ami 
regulations on illicit drag trade treat ft as ff it was only a 
matter for police action. This Embed and short-sighted 
approach to a rather very complex crisis suggests that the 
diagnosis of the problem remains quite rudimentary and 
elementary never rising to the true challenge. What 
complicates the crisis even more is the fact that its causes 
differ from one society to another, thus requiring diff e r e nt 
prescriptions. There was a time when the entire drug 
problem was viewed as essentially a Western phenomenon 
that only developed into the industrialised world. Yet we 
now know better than to associate the drug problem with 
only the post industrial era of development, since the source 
of the problon is often linked to the developing world where 
poverty is still the dominant feature of- societies. In other 
words the genesis of the drag problem can be attributed to 
many causes that are not necessarily rotated. This compli- 
cated diagnosis would require complicated remedies. Tint fa 
why this timely international intervention most seek a 
balanced yet complimentary approach to the drug crisis 
characterised by a multi-faceted and mnlti-dfanensional 
approach. Otherwise the recommended remedy would foffl 
short of the desired goal and the drug problem would 
remain unresolved for all intents and purposes. 



Mahmoud Sadeq — Sawt AJ Sbaab 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Arabic daily on Wednesday urged the Arab countries to 
deal with the common challenge facing the nation with one stand 
and united body. The situation Is quite dear now: We axe facing a 
conspiracy hatched by certain international forces which have no 
regard or respect to the Arab Nation’s rights or interests and 
which are moving with determination and wickedness to achieve 
their goals in the Arab region, the paper warned. .What is 
happening in the Arab arena is solving international problems at 
the expense of the Arab Nation and the Arab Order because 
hostile forces are well assured that the Arabs can do nothing to 
stop any action, the paper noted. It said that the situation is so 
serious that allows no further procrastination or delays on the part 
of the Arab countries. The Arabs ought to pool their resources 
and unify their ranks and adopt a collective action not by mere 
words but also by deeds if they hope to safeguard their national 
interests, the paper added. It said that any new moves on bilateral 
or pan- Arab levels should follow a new course with a new 
mentality to achieve its purpose otherwise the Arabs are bound to 
be overwhelmed by the international conspiracies which aim at 
destroying the Arab World. 


A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily advocates the cause of foe 
daily-paid workers at Amman municipality. Sahth Abul SmmI 
draws attention to the fact that these daily-paid workers do a great 
service to the capital and although they form a large sector of 
employees, they do not enjoy essential things offered to the zest 
of the public. Abdul Samad notes that these workers for instance 
axe not covered by the health insurance system; and many of them 
with some university degrees are not fairly treated like their 
in other public services. In view of the soaring cost of 
living and the rising prices, it is most opportune for the concerned 
authorities to come to the aid of these unfortunate men who 
deserve ap preci ati on for their efforts, the writer continues. He 
says these daily-pajd workers who offer their good service to die 
community ought to receive a better treatment and ought to be 
helped to retain their good health so as to continue their service. 


estine are many. These voices came from all Arab states 
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^axticularly Saudi Arabia which has an influmriai role in the Arab 
Worid the paper noted. It said that Jordan hopes 


It said that Jordan hopes that Riyadh will 
for the rest of the Arab countries by taring the 
provide Jordan with the proper 
s and protect the Arab Order 


Talking Straight 


By Marwan Muasher 



Is the National Charter a good idea? 


THE subject of political parties in Jordan is closely coupled these 
days with that of die National Charter. There are strong 
sentiments in the country for and against the charter, and, 
although little is yet known about it, many have already made up 
their cm where they stand on the issue. 

What is known is that a Royal committee will be entrusted with 
drafting a document that would attempt at ex plaining important 
parts of the constitution, particularly those related to organised 
political activity in the Kingdom. This committee, which will be 
comprised of members from all parts of the political spectrum, 
both from inside and outside parliament, will then define a 
political framework for the country, a set of rules for playing the 
political game. The document, once formulated, win be offered to 
the people in a public referendum. If accepted, it wfi] open the 
door for the re-e m er gen ce of legal political parties, which will be 
free to preach and exercise any ideologies they might choose as 
long as they abide by the principles of what will become to be 
known as die National Charter. Little is known beyond that as to 
the range and depth, of issues that the Royal Committee would 
tackle, the length of time it will take, tbe legal power the charter 
will have, and other pertinent issues. But, it is evident that there is 
already a lot of discussion about it. 

Those who favour the idea of the National Charter argue that 

r-based political 
the fifties was not a 
rc-c mergence of political 
parties without proper preparation would risk the stability the 
country enjoys, and migh t endanger all what has been achieved 
before. The charter, is therefore, a proper safeguard to ensure an 
orderly and non-tmtnzlent transition back to a party-based 
system. Skeptics are afraid that the charter is a tool that wQl be 
used by the government to dilute their political rights, and would 


serve to put a ceiling on political parties, to ensure that they are 
never allowed to mature, and have enough power to- effectively 
share in gov e r nin g the c o untry. The constitution is dear, they say, 
and there is no reason why we should farther attempt to explain it 
by a charter which does not have any legal cover. 

Before I attempt to take sides, I think the basic question to 
answer is to look at the basic political goal that joins Jordanians 
from all walks of life, and then see if die charter helps or hurts the 
achievement of that goaJL I think it is obvious that everybody 
today in Jordan is calling for the institutionalisation of the 
political process in the country. Everybody wants to have a say in 
shaping die c ou ntr y ’s fut ure , everybody is interested in develop- 
ing tods to do so, and it is to everybody’s advantage to achieve 
tins in an evolutionary manner that would not give the country 
and violent shocks. 


Seen in this tigh t, the National Charter can be regarded as a 
compromise and a tooL It is a compromise between those who are 
eager to go back to a party system as soon as possible and those 
who are afraid that doing so without the proper safeguards would 


another look at our constitution. 

bad idea at all to attempt to explain articles of toe 

ammend others, or even delete some. To be ncm^me 

constitution is not generous in words when it 

political parties, andUke all other rights given to Jordamai^adfo 

quafifying^tetements that practically 

constitution. Allow me to quote Articles 15 On) and 16 (u, m) of . 

the constitution to illustrate this: . 

Article 15 (ii): Freedom of the press and publications shall be 

ensured within the limits of the law. . _ _ .. 

Article 16 (fi): Jordanians are entitled to establish societies mid 

political parties provided the objects of such societies and parti es 
are lawful, their methods peaceful, and their by-laws not contrary 

to foe provisions of the constitution. .... .. 

Article 16 (in): the establishment of societies and political 
- - v ' - ■ u^.n regulated by 


ET 


gravely upset the tight balance in our society. It is a tool that will 
provide foe me c hanism for such an orderly transition, setting 



rules which no side need dominate, but are acceptable to all. 

Hie rest is detail. What needs to be done is to assure its 
credibility, make sure it covers all the basic issues, and give it the 
proper legal cover. 


Credibility can be attained by going to all lengths to ensurethat 
foe Royal committee genuinely represents all walks of political 
fife in Jordan, and that it includes members from inside and 
outside parliament I would also suggest that parliament itself 
elect its own representatives to the co mmit tee. 

While it is premature to define the issues that the committee 
will concern itself with, I do not find it harmful at all to have 


The point I want to make is that the constitution should be 
ammended to ensure that such articles as 15 (ii) and 16 (ui)do not 
negate any rights g i ven by the constitution because of a bad law 
that might be enacted as has been foe case repeatedly m the past. 
We need an article much like foe First Axnmendment m thc- 
A mcri can constitution prohibiting parliament ( congr ess) from 
enacting laws to abridge basic freedoms, and ensuring that foe 
constitution is not abused. 

Finall y, we need to give the charter proper legal cove r.. I . 
suggest tha t after and when it is accepted by foe referendum that 
it is alw ratified by parliament. Once that is done, parliament 
should ammend the constitution and enact foe proper laws that 
would im pleme nt the content of the National Charter. Id this 
way, foe charter would become part of our political process: 
Is the National Charter a good idea? My answer is yes. Let us 
set out and do a good job with it 
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W. Germans poised to dominate eastern markets 


By Carol J. WBfiams 

Tbe Associated Press 


BONN, West Germany — Be- 
fore foe Berlin Wall opened in a 
symbolic breaching of tbe East- 
West business barrier, Salaman- 
der AG had produced more than 
50 miTK on pairs of shoes for 
fashion-starved East Germans 
and Soviets. 

Volkswagen, maker of some of 
Europe’s best-setting cars, has .for 
nearly 20 years been fitting Golf 
and Polo sedans with headlights, 
bonis and engines made under 
contract in Eat Germany. 

From Bertelsmann publishers 
s upplyin g book chibs in Dresden 
to the Aslpo d e partment stpre 
managers in Bulgaria, Hungary 
and the Soviet Union, West Ger- 
man merchants who mused weak 
b usiness prospects through foe 
frosty decades of East-West dis- 
cord are best positioned now to 
exploit op p or tu ni ties in Eastern 


fication with storming speed. 

The West German mark, for 
example, could soon become the 
single national currency, a 
monetary union that would give 

Bonn enormous influence in re- 

■ 

b uilding and reshaping the sickly 
East German economy. 

West Germany already has foe 
strongest economy in Europe, a 
strategic location as the pivotal 
point between East and^ West, 
and a long history 


Europe. 

“While 


many other European 
and other countries are frying to 

door In 


get their foot in foe 
Eastern Europe, we're already m 
side, sitting on foe sofa and hav- 
ing tea,” Jochen Degkwitz, 
Deutsche Bank assistant vice 
president of East European 
affairs, said in describing his na- 
tion’s commanding lead. 


a long nistory as 
Europe’s lar gest Western trading 
partner. 

When finally calculated, West 
German trade with the East Bloc 
for 1989 is expected to exceed foe 
$32.7 biBkm recorded foe pre- 
vious year. It accounted for more 
than half of all business volume 
between Western Europe and the 
East Bloc, but only about 5 per 
cent of West Germany’s worl- 
dwide total. 

It’s difficult to estimate the 
potential for new business and 
industry in a region long locked in 
Sodafist economics. But Eastern 
Europeans are starving for pro- 
ducts ranging from cars to can 
openers. Economists say tins de- 
mand could eventually translate 
into enormous pr ofi t s for inves- 
tors with foe money arid patience 
to endure a transition that could 


people in Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union present intentional 
business with its best oppor- 
tunity. 

“The potential, in terms of an 
educated work force with unsatis- 
fied consumer demands and a 
broad technology gap, is 
tremendous. Everyone is looking 
for new markets, and where else 
in the world do you have a better 
chance to make money?” Vogel 
said. 

Western Europe, which has 
more than 10 times the volume of 
trade with Eastern Europe than 
either Japan or the United States, 
could retain its edge because of 
proximity and shared bistory and 
culture. 

Most of the hundreds of coop- 
erative ventures bringing West- 
ern goods to Eastern buyers are 
between European partners. 

Philips of the Netherlands, for' 
ex ampl e j.makes videocassette re- 
corders with Tesla of Czechoslo- 
vakia, while Sweden’s Volvo sells 
vans to East Germany. Austria’s 
Wienerwald restaurant chain has 
branched into Hungary, and a 
handul of Western automakers 
recently have announced new 
projects, induxfiqg a Volkswagen 
plant in Karl-Marx-Stadt and a 
Renault venture in Czecfaoslo- 


Germany’s industry and trade 
council. 

“We will contribute to their 
reconstruction mainly by coop- 
eration in joint ventures and by 
pr ovid in g technology, manage- 
men t skills and marketing skills to 
sell products in the West,” 
Adommt said. “However, import 
substitution is more important to 
East Europeans now.” 

Many West German 
businesses, sesning what was 
needed long ago, have been en- 
grossed in effors to help mod- 
ernise Eastern Europe’s crumb- 
ling iafrastrocutre. Some are ex- 
pected to do quite well in projects 
ranging front communications to 


West Germany’s boldness pri- 
ias benefited 


marfly has 
Germany, and they seem to be 
moving towards economic renm- 


Htinrich Vogel, an- economist 
who beads Cologne’s Institute 
for Eastern and International 
Studies, contends the consumer 
needs of more than 400 million 


Replacing costly imports with 
home-produced goods is the 
primary aim of East Europeans, 
said Geid Adomeit, East Euro- 
pean trade specialist with West 


power generation. 

Stock prices have foot up for 
firms like Siemens electormcs, a 
likely candidate to revamp the 
East Bloc’s woeful telephone net- 
work. Upgrading of industrial 
plants wffl draw on the technical 
know-how of Thyssen, Hoesch 
mid Preussag, and Daimler- 
Benz’s transport expertise is in 
demand for foe region’s daunting 
rail electrification needs. 

Most p r e ssin g and therefore 
most promising is foe field of 
environmental cleanup, as Po- 
land, East Germany and 
Czechoslovakia view for the dis- 
honour of the continent's most 
polluted state. 

West Germany has pledged 
more than $i bOHan to 17 East 
German deanup projects. Asea 
Brown Boveri of Switzerland will 



Why the hurry, chum? 
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be producing steam .tuzbincs and , 
other power rflant equipment 
'with Poland's Zamech firm mone 
of the. first projects aimed at 
environmental improvement. 

Much of foe West Europe a n 
interest in entering cooperative, 
projects with foe East is stifled by 
indecision and inconsistency in 
tbe laws regulating foreign invest- 
ment. 

Some countries have yet to 
adopt dearly defined rules for 
joint ventures and repatriation of 
profits by foreign companies, 
for example. Even investments in 
tourism, considered ah easy and 


way tp lure foreigners i 
money, are hampered 
poor transportation aim man 



- a: 


vated workers. 

“People who think they ca£ 
come in and make a quickbuck 
are going to be very dis- 
appointed,” said Eddy Bnehl- 
manri, senior vice president for 
American Express travel related 
services for Europe, Africa and 
the Middle East. 

“Service with a smile, -or ser- 
vice with sentiment, as to say at 
American Express, doesn’t exist 
in Eastern Europe,” Buehlmann 
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Japanese voters flirt with new 


power structure , but shy away 


By Rich Miller 

Reuter 


TOKYO — Japanese voters have 
shied away from ending the ruling 
party’s 34-year hegemony for 
now, but their flirtation with the 
possibility of a new power struc- 
ture may be just be gmmug . 

“Japan looked at foe possibility 
of an opposition government and 
said ‘no, thanks,’ at least not 
yet,” Gerald Curtis, a political 
science professor at Colombia 
U ni v er s i ty in New York, said 
here on Monday. 

Exploiting voter fears of inex- 
perienced leaders piloting tbe 
world's second largest econo m y 


at a 


foe Liberal 
Party rotted to its 12th straight 
lower-house election victory 
Sunday. 

The LDP, in power for the past 
34 years, co nf o un ded tbe pundits 
by snaring 275 of the 512 seats in 
more powerful lower house, thus 
maintaining its grip on the gov- 


to negotiate with it on virtually all 
of its legislation. 

“The LDP, in order to break 
through the deadlock, will have 
to foam some sort of policy agree- 
ment with the op p osi ti on,” Shir- 
atori said. 

Although the voters returned 
the rufing party to power with a 
resounding victory an Sunday, 
opinion polls taken before the 
election showed that many 
Japanese would like to see a truer 
two-party democray in the 
country. 

The Japan Socialists, piloted by 
the fiery Takako Doi, was the 
main beneficiary of the votes' 
unease with one-party rule, in- 
creasing titer representation in 
the lower house to 136 seats from 
85. 


Some other analysts, including 
Shiratori, believe the JSP can 
change, although they don’t see it 
happening quickly. The opposi- 
tion’s taste of power in the upper 
house could posh it towards 
adopting more practical policies 
as it jousts with foe ruling LDP. 

Despite Sunday’s victory, the 
LDP has problems of its own. Its 
tradition al power base of far- 
mers, businessmen and bureauc- 
rats is showing some signs of wear 
and it is uncertain how long the 
can juggle their «wflirt«ig 


Dreams that powered East 


• Vv 


German revolution shattered 


* 
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By Andrew Gumbd 

Reuter 



€€ 


opposition parties 
found themselves unable to re- 


peat titer victory in the upper- 
house poll last July, when they 


tapped voter anger over a new 
sales tax and sex and money 


“I think, we as a nation, resist 
change,” said 32-year-old Hiroshi 
Motoki, a private tutor. “Bnt at 
the same time, we are very fed 
up. I was personally hoping for 
some sort of bipartis an arrange- 
ment between the LDP and the 
JSP but the result was very dis- 
appointing.” 

In the end, the JSP was unable 
to either field eno ugh amdukuw 
to win the election on its own or 


plaguing tbe LDP to 
d of that 


opgosztxm grou p s 


chamber for 
the first time since 1955. 

But analysis said that historic 
upset may have laid the seeds of a 
slow but gradual drift away from 
the LDP’s dominant role of Japan 
over the part three decades. 

“One-party dominant rule has 
ended; to haven't yet found an 
alternative,” said Takai Universi- 
ty political scientist Rei Shiratori. 

Thanks to its victory last July, 
the opposition, led by foe Japan 
Socialist Patty (ISP), Is likely to 
be in control of the upper house 
until 1995 and the LDP trill have 



ret ur n to the 
of the late ’50* and ’60’s 


rised as one a half p arty 
system,” Curtis said. 

He was pessimistic that Doi, 
Japan’s first female political lead- 
er, could refashion the JSP- 
enough to convince voters that it 
is fit to govern. 

“A lot of people have been 1 
by the glow of Takako 
Doi,” Curtis said. “It’s very hard 
to see how the Socialist Party... 
can imload all the historical bag- 
gage it has carried around all 
years.” 


‘Although foe LDP got an 
absolute majority, the LDP has 
some very frmdamental, serious 
defects,” Shiratori said. “They 
have no fundamental ideology as 
a conservative p ar t y .” 

Big business blames overseas 
criticism of Japan’s huge trade 
surplus on the farmers and 
japan’s dosed agriculture mar- 
kets. The farmers say Japan’s 
manufacturing companies are to 
blame, for export in g too much. 

Meanwhile, metering numbers 
of Japanese flocking to the cities* 
to work are asking why they have 
to live in cramped housing and 
pay exorbitant prices for food if 
Japan is such a rich country. 
^Ho wever, in Japan’s electoral 
distri ct system, one rural vote is 
worth about three urban ones, so 
it’s still a big t em p t at ion for all 
parties to court tbe farmers’ vote. 


"The electoral administration 
is a very serious problem if we 
diink of building up Japan’s 
democracy,” Shiratori said. 

Frightened by tbe prospect of 
losing its 34-year grip on power, 
the LDP putted out all the stops 
' “ Sunday’s election, Mwfog 

business for a reputed 30 
y^n ($210 mUtton) to fond 
its campaign and pcotrauag far- 
mers nor. to open. Japan’s rice 
market to imports. 


dreams of a “thrid way” between 
Communism and capitalism, 
which fired die passions o( pro- 
democracy protesters last year, are 
being shattered by the rush to- 
Germany 


Three months after the rallying 

nded40 


cry “ we are the people” ended ._ 
jean of hardline Communism, 
East Germany’s new democratic 


that shaped opposition to foe old 
Stalinist order. 

It was only after foe opening of 

the borders to the West and foe 
promise of free elections that 
anyone clamoured for unification 
or idolised West German Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl- 

Before that, heroes of the dissi- 
dent movement were figures' like 
German revolutionary Rosa Lux- 
emburg or Marxist writer Befroh 
Brecht, hardly soulmates of the 
conservative Kohl. 


is just tbe federal republic ex- ; 
paneled by a quarter, nor do I ‘ 
want one that is a puffed up 
GDR.” 

Bat West Germany’s political 
parties, on both left and right, \ 
have poured money and exp er ti se ■ 


into carbon copy aster oigamsa - 
- l fearing 



“The 


being drowned out by 
est Germany. 


shape of German unity 
: win be an uncondrtion 


annexation of East Germany by 
Bonn,” the Green Party said, 
reflecting a growing suspicion 
here. 


“The West Ger- 
mans must finally 
wake up from their 
complacency and 
understand that be- 


den chanted amply 

freedom” in foe early days of the 
revolution. Now they and other 
East Germans have to come to 
terms with the kind of freedom 
that lies ahead. 

Wert 


senior 


having like school- 
teachers to other 
Germans only makes 
them look ridicu- 
lous." 


favoured subordinating East Ger- 
many to West German law rather 
than drawing up a new joint 


■sal 



'It would save us the bother of 
negotiating,” Bavarian State 
President Max Streibl said. 

Many people feel Bonn sees 
East Germany's first free elec- 
tions cm March 18 not as foe start 
of democracy there but as a hur- 
dle to cross before it can taka 


Unification on Bonn's terms 
would not just wipe rat East 
Germany's political sovereignty. 
It would smother a culture defin- 
ing the identity of its people. 

Forty years of Gommunism 
have helped shape the East Ger- 
man consciousness and democra- 
tic Socialism, not -free-maxfcet 
capitalism, was the political credo 


Luxemburg, a founder of foe 
German Socialist Party at the 
tom of the century. Had particu- 
lar significance because for years 
the Communist Party daimed her 
as its own despite her belief m 
pluralism and. 

Now many feed politicians in 
Bonn should heed one of her 
most famous slogans:' ‘‘Freedom 
is always the freedom thinV (fit 
fcrcntly.” 

*The West Germans must 
finally wake up from titer com- 
pl«*ncy and understand that be- 
having like schoolteachers to 
other Germans only male* * them 
took ikticutote," y sSdSS 
Wass, a one-time dissident fifan 
mainl and now a leading figure ^ 
the citizens’ movement Demooa- 
cy;Now, . 

^ don’t want .a- Germany font 


. Germany, 

the grassroots groups who , TT 

foe revolution' out in - foe cold. 

Bonn has also pushed for swift 
currency union, a move liltf iy to 
bring quick profits for West Ger- 
man industry while sending prices 
and unemployment rocketing in 
foe East. 

“PeoepLe say that foe West is 
free but that all depends whs* 
kind of freedom you want,” said 
Ingerborg Grasse. he?d sister at 
East Berlin's -Charity Hospital* 
“Here jobs and houses "and free 
health care were guaranteed but 
we will slowly be bled dry by the 
West and its ‘freedom’.” 

With East Berlin looking in- 
creasingly impotent, morale 
factories and offices 'has 

meted, Thousands of *- 

stoned East G ermans leave ti 
country f or the West each day. 
preferring months of basic sub- 
sistence and temporary accom- 
modation -in sports centres is 
West Germany to staring at 
home. 

Their departure hat strained a. 
fragile economy to the fruit and 
wrecked remaining hopes of 
bunding a new order out of the 
ashes of Communism. . 

“Although I am sceptical abort 
the dream (of democratic Soda!' 
c oj. it really dis gnyf y me how. : 
jldjag on tbe currem wave 
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TefcvWo* produc er Aloadt Zaki Mk> forward to any owt yean of work. 

The woman 
behind the screen 


By Katta Sabot 

CAIRO — Alouria .Zaki has 
bpOt a rep ut ation in Egypt'* tele- 
vision world as a prodacer-direc- 
tor with a message. W ha t e ver the 
subject of her films or- 
documentaries, the viewer will 
find that there s a point to it all 
— something to remember. 

The rapid development of 
Egypt’s television — with three 
channels broadcasting to J ower 10* 


million TV sets — has produced 
more jobs for men than women, 
especially at management level, 
yet Zaki is one of seven women 
producers — she recently retired 
but has kept on a full schedule of 
activities at the TV studios. In her 
60S, she can look bade on a long 
c ar eer which has won her nation- 
al and urtermiogal recog niti on.-. 

Stolid and pragmatic, die wel- 
comes this journalist into her 


office in the TV building near the 
Nik during a rare moment of 
peace and quiet. Most of her time 
is spent in the studios and trailers 
where the video equipment is set 
up.. Like many women of her 
generation who have beaten the 
odds to enter a career, she found 
that to be accepted you had to be 
better, .which, meant putting the 
job tint and fore m o s t. BDedwith 
the confidence that experience 


bring?, she does not seem to 
regret it and is eager to talk about 
her work. 

One of her recent series, called 
"Bitter Lakes" (El Bofuim ef 
Mores) based on a novel by 
Aboulaola A1 Satamoni is typical: 
a long story with many twists and 
plots involving a host of charac- 
ters bur with a strong focus. "This 
series shows the exodus of 
peasants abandoning their land to 
go to the dries or to foreign 
shores, drawn by the dream at a 
better life,” Zaki explains, 
adding that she was able to enlist 
the betp ad many famous acton to 
fill the parts. 

With her roots running deep in 
a small town of rural Egypt, she 
knew how to express the poignan- 
cy of deserting one's home in 
search of a future. There is new- 
found softness in Zald's voice 
when she recalls her childhood, 
the bouse her father built to 
accommodate his family of eight 
children. M My oldest sister was 
just finishing college when my 
father died; then it was up to my 
mother to try to give us the 
formal education she had wanted 
so badly for herself hit could not 
get," Zaki mused. "My mother 
was quite a lady, even when die 
was a small girl she knew what 
she wanted. Imagine that at 8 she 
decided to follow her brothers to 
school, something quite unheard 
of at the time for a girl, especially 
in a rural area. In the 1920s there 
were do schools for girls and 
parents did not even think about 
it. Well, she started a small re- 
volution — other girls came to 
school, but like many revolutions 
it fizEtai out." 

With a smile Zaki admits that, 
although the taboos about girls' 
education had been lifted when 
she was a student, she only com- 
pleted one year of college after 
taking classes in philosophy and 
psychology. 

was she already thinking of 
making movies? "No, not real- 
ly... but once I saw in a magazine 
a photo that made me dream. It 
showed the director Mohammad 
Karim with his German-born wife 
and the caption explained that 
she helped him produce his 
movies. I remember thinking how 
lucky she was and how I would 
have liked to be in her shoes." 

Zaki did interrupt her studies 
to many, but it was not to a movie 
director. He was a university pro- 
fessor whom she followed to 
England where he did research 
for a few years. It was not love at 
first sight, she says, more like 
seizing an opportunity to travel. 
The couple had three daughters, 
and then after .13 years of mar- . 
riage Zald's husband announced 
that he was leaving her for a 


teen-age girl. 

"Y tookrt ptaTorophfcaUy." she 
says. "It's no use fighting reality 
or letting grief overwhelm you. ! 
had had 13 rather enjoyable 
yean, it had ended and it was 
time to go on to something ebe.” 
The something else was work. 
Television was just starting and 
demand was biro for secretaries 
able to speak English. 

In those pioneer days Zaki was 
hired as secretary to an American 
expert entrusted with setting up 
the studios and organising per- 
sonnel. Her lucky day came when 
the expert asked her to assist him 
while he directed a television 
play. She fell in feme with the 
work and asked to be transferred 
to the production department, 
thus drawing as much criticism as 
her mother when she tried to 
attend school. Who had ever 
heard of a secretary becoming a 
director, and a woman on top of 
it afi? 

When the dust settled 7aV\ had 
won. For four years die assisted 
famous television producers, and 
then in 1965 she was given fall 
responsibility for a half-hour 
play. This short production 
marked the beginning of a well- 
filled career that has known few 
failures. 

One of her latest projects was 
the filming of a storv called “The 
Tamin g of Man*' (Tsrwid Al Ra- 

jhol) written by author Sekina 
Fouad. Reminded that this 
marked the first time that she 
focused on a feminist topic, Zaki 
says her vision of the book is 
somewhat different. “What I find 
particularly interesting in Sekina 
FouacTs book is the communica- 
tion problem between men and 
women. In fact I plead for a 
dialogue between the two indead 
of resorting to the hasty decisions 
and stand-offs where each re- 
mains well entrenched in his/her 
positions. My feelings about what 
we call the feminist movement 
are similar to my mother's: she 
was convinced of the equality of 
boys and girls. Men ana women 
share the same problems and 
women are not in a worse posi- 
tion." 

"Also, I am convinced that 
women have brought on them- 
selves many of the social injus- 
tices they suffered. For example 
they continue to look at men as 
the all-powerful master who must 
be obeyed blindly and to whom 
all must be forgiven." 

Times have changed, Zaki 
adds, but not enough progress 
has been made. Women’s rights 
were recognised such a short time 
ago that women still don't under- 
stand what it means and don't/ 
know how to capitalise on this. 
For example, she says, in the 
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movie "Tasting of Men** a man 
who just goc married leaves his 
bride the next day to meet his 
girLfriend, as he had done when 
he was a bachelor. The question 
is how will the bride react? 

"Just think how incredible it 
would be to reverse the redes and 
to examine the man's reaction.” 
Zaki says wifi^ a laugh. “The 
public would pan «... You see, 
we are still far from real equality, 
but with tins movie I raised ques- 
tions and may be one day the 
answers will come." 

To the traditional question ab- 
out her worst memory during a 

production, Zaki laughs recalling 
an incident involving a tiny tot 
needed for a short sequence. She 
had asked the mother to feed the 
baby well before "his" scene so 
he would not ay, but as prepara- 
tions took longer than planned, 
she found the child soaking-wet 
when she picked him up to put 
him in bed with the main actress. 
“The mother had forgotten to 
bring any diapers," Zalti ex- 
claims, anger creeping in. “This 
baby was going to catch a cold, so 
I took charge and the stage be- 
came a nursery for a little while." 
Was the baby easier to deal with 
than some adult actors and 
actresses, especia lly those with a 
reparation for being difficult? 

“Some of my colleagues have 
bad problems, but not me,” she 
says. “Maybe it's because I value 
the notion of mutual respect. I 
give very precise instructions. I 
am on rime for my appointments 
and I keep a tight work schedule. 
Every day in the studio is planned 
so that in the morning 1 work with 
one group of actors in a particular 
setting, and in the afternoon with 
another group in another setting. 
This way they have rest periods 
and you avoid the stress caused 
by long filming sessions.” 

With a loach of humour she 
prefers not to dwell on the works 
of which she is not particularly 
proud — “to not stir the memory 
of the viewers," she says, but she 
names her favourite without 
hesitation: "A Man Named 
Abbas" (Rajbol esmou Abbas,/ 

which may have been the last role 
of Mahmoud AJ Meligui — "one 
of our best actors portraying the 
richest character in terms of feel- 
ings that I ever brought to the 
screen,” Zaki says. Abbas, a hero 
despite himself, faces up to the 
mafia ruling a small village where 
he has recently retired. 

Would Zaki consider changing 
her profession, especially when 
the going gets rough, as it often 
does? “Never, absolutely never. 
It's in my blood; I like it so much 
that I don’t feel the tiredness, I 
only want to go on filming and to 
improve” — World News Link. 


Randa Habib’s 

Corner 
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Serious fun 

IN this mood of conservatism that we live in* many top*® **** 
activities need to be probed into and reevaluated. And X prop®* ■ 
raise here scow questions so as to help the authorities find tne 
appropriate solutions. 

Let us begin today with a crucial topic: parties and what goesm 
rhwM. Of course I don't mwi* political parties as they have their 
own space to be tackled with. 

Dancing is and wfil remain a major topic at the p arties to 
question be them private or public. Reform begins by determining 
whether dances should be allowed in parties. 

If we agree that rianring shouldn't be banned then we need to 
define the kind of dancing required; oriental, o cciden tal or 


Hence, if we want to maintain the spiralling occidental dan ci n g 
slow and tango must be perfor me d in a proper manner, and under 
the following regulations. 

Rule l- A ample dancing check-to-cbcek bad better have their 
“family register book” at hand as they are bound to prove they (be 
and die) were next to kin, in order to be allowed on the flow. 

Rule 2 - Distance between dancing partners should be fixed at 15 
to 30 centimetres so as to prevent direct friction. This tide can be 
closely monitored by a “specialised” controller. 

Rale 3- The tones and level of lighting are important as fight 
ignites dormant feelings. The halls, therefore* should be dimly lit 
and red-free, otherwise they should be dosed. 

Rule 4- Disposition and the facial expressions of party-goers be 
subject to a certain formula wherein closed eyes shoould be 
forbidden. Dreamfnl eyes are not appreciated and laughter is of 
bad taste. A serious expression that suits the seriousness of the 
situation ha our area is requested. 

Rule 5- 1 jitiMb and break-dancing are exempt from the above 
regulations. 

I really hope these innovative ideas could help the authorities 
control “edgy” fun as fan is not a matter to be taken lightly. 


Threat of famine in Ethiopia 


By George Gedda is preventing the departure of a 

77}t- Associated Press relief train along a route where 

food shortages are severe, and 

WASHINGTON — The lives of I*™* have bcm b!ockin S 
up to 5 million Ethiopians are at . efforts - , . . - 

risk because anti-government _ ^ SCimates °f J*}® 

forces have shut dowi a port that Sudanese potentially affected b> 

has been the key entry point for ™!F ^tweeu 1 million 


outside food assistance. U.S. offi- 
cials say. 

Further aggravating the situa- 
tion has been the prospect of 
severely diminished harvests 
throughout northern Ethiopia as 
a result of poor rainfall. 

To the west, U.S. officials say a 
crisis situation is rapidly develop- 
ing in the Sudan, where a bitter 
civil war has prevented the trans- 
port of relief supplies to rebel- 
held territory in the southern pan 
of the country. 

President George Bush sent a 
letter to the Sudanese president 
last week, asking for his coopera- 
tion in restarting the international 
relief effort, to which the United 
States contributes S15.7 million. 

Renewed fighting has led to the 
suspension of food flights to 
southern Sudan. The government 


Newly found statue proves little people could reach the heights 


a, senior to je By Mind Maim 

irican Exp®* The As s oci at ed Press 

GIZA PLATEAU, Egypt - Pa- 
SSfrti , i N-AnkhKwd the good life of «n 

Egyptian bma mcrat about 4.50B 
- fe years ago, and when be died, his 

;ncan “I*”,, pharoah honoured him with a 
astern Europe. burial plot near the Giza pyra- 
mids. 

— ■ His statue portrays Pfcr-n-Ankh 

as a portly man with penetrating 
|*ogj eyes, in the prime of life. 

Per-N-Ankh was also a dwarf. 

Egyptian archaeologists disco- 
vered his tomb in October, his 
OnOrfl bones and statue in January. 
£|llvl* Their study has only jest begun. 

But they are certain eventually 
ua the to place Per-N-Ankh oa t select 

ded by i list of antiquity's most famous 

>t one that * *' dwarfs and give new insights into 
,n •* an mtrennqg field already under 

tat West Gesf study: The role of little people in 
on botb ancient Egypt’s life and rchgjoo. 

Egyptologist Knent Weeks of 


American University in Cairo 
and the Uni ver si ty of Chfifornia, 
Berke ley , said lie's been fascin- 
ated by the subject for more than 
25 year*. 

“We have portrayals of d warfs 
earfier than there were phar- 
aohs,” Weeks said. But be said 
the new find is rare because "the 
oldest statue we have of a dwarf 
has the legs intentionally cat off, 
and other statues disguised 


"Here we see a pudgy man 
wuh fat Legs that emphasise he's a 
dwarf. He's a man with power, 
who's saying to the world, it’s no 
problem I’m a dwarf.' He's mid- 
da-aged, leading a good life and 
proud to say so.” 

The well-preserved statue, 
carved from black basalt, is 20 
arches tall, just over nine indies 
wide and almost 13 indies deep 
(50 cm by 23 cm by 27 cm). It 
depicts a muscular official dres- 


sed in a white kilt, his stubby legs 
bare from the knee to the toes. 

"It's unclear yet what Per-N- 
Anlfh 's religious or bureaucratic 
duties were. His tomb, and the 
statue itself, show he was an 
important man, but details of his 
official duties are lacking. In- 
scriptions in some tombs of 
dwarfs identify them as officials 
in charge of “the community of 
little people,” but Per-N-Ankh ’s 
fisted no such ties with other 
dwarfs. 

“We don't have proof that 
ancient Egyptians thought dwarfs 
were special hot generations of 
artists of the old kingdom painted 
them performing many jobs,” 
said Professor Ola Al Agnizy of 
Cairo University. 

The old kingdom, Per-N- 
Ankh ’s time, laded almost 450 
years and ended in 2134 B.C 

Dr. Al Aguizy, who wrote her 
master’s thesis on ancient Egyp- 


tian dwarfs, said they took on 
interesting roles in religion and 
magic in later periods. 

Dwarfs, often associated with 
the son god, partidpaxed in ritual 
dances outside the tomb on burial 
day. Dwarfs seen in dreams 
meant the dreamer would forefeit 
half bis life. 

“This magical aspect of dwarfs 
... must have had its origins ear- 
lier, especially in the old king- 
dom, when I suspect people be- 
lieved having a dwarf would bring 
them luck,” said Al Aguizy. 

“Also, dwarfs were associated 
with resurrection, maybe because 
the ancients thought a dwarf re- 
sembled an embryo, the begin- 
ning of a new life.” 

The find at Per-N-Ankh’s tomb 
brings to .121 the number of dwarf 
statues surviving from the first 
2,000 years of Egyptian history, 
ending with the new kingdom in 
1,070 B.C. 


An alabaster dwarf sits at the 
prow of a small boat found with 
the . mommy of new kingdom 
Pharaoh Tutankhamun in his tre- 
asure-packed tomb in the Valley 
of the Kings. The world's oldest 
surviving mechanical toy is a row 


Dwarf statnes enjoyed a boom 
in popularity starting in the mid- 
fourth century B.C., when the 
Greeks, and later the Romans, 
ruled Egypt. Tens of thousands of 
statues remain. 

More than 50 tombs in the 
cemeteries of Giza and nearby 
Sakkara had dwarfs painted on 
their walls. Early paintings por- 
tray little people working among 
other servants, holding leashes of 
dogs or donkeys, carrying furni- 
ture or toilet articles or making 
jewellery. Female dwarfs are pic- 
tured mimicking dances per- 


formed by normal-sized women. 

One dwarf was buried as be 
requested, next to the master he 
served in life. 

But not afi dwarfs were bom to 
serve. 

One named Seneb, whose large 
tomb abuts Per-N-Ankh’s, held 
Ugh office with social, religious 
and honourary tides, and married 
a normal-sized princess. 

His limestone statue, a tourist 
favourite in Cairo’s Egyptian 
museum, dearly identifies him as 
an official but has him sitting 
crosslegged to obscure his height. 

Per-N-Ankh *s statue also indi- 
cates he was far more than an 
ordinary bureaucrat. 

Basalt was precious stone, far 
more expensive than the limes- 
tone used for Seneb’s statue or 
for Per-N-Ankh’s tomb and an 
outside viewing room that 
allowed visitors to offer gifts to 
the statue of die dead dwarf. 


Egyptologist Weeks said an 
official who merited a statue of 
basalt certainly had the eye of the 
king and was a man of high 
status. 

“Quarries were the property of 
the pharaoh, which means he 
gave permission for Per-N-Ankh 
to have a statue made,” Weeks 
said. “Perhaps the pharaoh had it 
made for him. ... certainly the 
statue was crafted in the royal 
workshops, but maybe by a lesser 
artisan because the legs are not 
carved as beautifully as the other 
parts." 

Hieroglyphs on the statue and 
outside the tomb identify Per-N- 
Ankh as “an acquaintance of the 
king and known to the palace.” 

"Even to be able to be seen by 
the pharaoh was si gnifi cant,” 
Weeks said, “because if a person 
accidentally touched the pharaoh 
— even came into bis shadow — 
he could be killed.” 


and 3 million. 

Last year, the government and 
rebels cooperated with Operation 
Lifeline Sudan, a U.N.-led cam- 
paign to pre-position food stock- 
piles, which averted a repeat of 
the 19SS famine that killed 
250,000 Sudanese. 

In Ethiopia, the cutoff of relief 
supplies through Massawa* a 
deep water port of the Red Sea* 
affects not only Eritrea province 
but also Tigray and portions of 
three other provinces. 

“The next six weeks to two 
months is the critical time,” said 
Andrew Natsios, director of the 
Office of Foreign Disaster Assist- 
ance. 

"We’re trying to explore op- 
tions for getting the food in,” be 
said. 

He added that a “worst night- 
mare” scenario is developing — a 
civil war and a famine in the same 
area at the same time. 

A Western relief official told 
the Washington Post, “if the port 
is dosed for any length of time, 
then there is the possibility of 
tragedy in northern Ethiopia.” 

'Hie situation evokes memories 
of the 1984-85 period in Ethiopia 
when more than a million people 
died, primarily because of 
drought. 

Renewed drought last year in 
Ethiopia touched off a major 
international relief programme 
led by the United States and the 
European Community, both of 
which funnel food donations 
through private voluntary orga- 
nisations. Other contributing 
countries include Canada and 
Australia. 

Thus far, the United States has 
either delivered or pledged more 
than $70 million to the relief 
effort. The figure for the rest of 
the international community is 
about S84 million, according to 
U.S. estimates: 
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Air Freight Forwarding, 


Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs* 

please call: 

AMIN KAWAR A SONS 

Ahdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmctsani 
P.O: Bax 7806 
Amman. Jordan 
Tel. 604676, 604696 
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The fast* best 
Chinese Restaurant 
ta Jordan 

1st Ckk Jabal Atman, near 
. AhliyyahGkls School . . 
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ILL iLtBi-'J 


Open daily 12tiQ-3:3G 
p.m. 

630-Midmgbt :• 

uti tarns 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman, 

QmeseFtemng pot $ avertible 


Opendaify 12.-00- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

WadiSaqta Road -.near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman, Jordan 

. Tel: 661922 > 



Tel. 604671 


r CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbsque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 876214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

pi/Hi • 

* 6:30 - Midnight. > 


STUDIO HAIG 

d 

Professional Quality in 
2 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gee- 

* JUMBO photo 


SUmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 





Botweon 
1 at. A 2nd. 
Circle 

Jabal Amman 
Ta<:654205 


minim . " 

LUNCH a DINNER 

i mu ! in 



Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at - 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 
Wadi Saqra sir. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tel : 633418 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


■Ji : I 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 

7.30-11 .30 pm | 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Saudi 


0QA0Q 


SALES 687822 
CALLSOHA 


liM 


Amman's No. 1 Fbh Restaurant 
HFadr Atmosphere 444 
Open dally for hatch and dbtnei 
Reasonable Price* 

For Reservation and Taka away 
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PACKING. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SERVICES. 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
.AIR £ SEA FREIGHT 


| TEL : 621 775 FAX : 656 270 | 

TLX: 23 023 POB: 815 408 . 

1 ammanjordan B 


Tci:b595l9 659520 


The First Class Hotel in 

Amman that has a 

Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


KAItOTEL 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O. Bov 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


Furni sh ed Apts 


ReKonable Rates 
828 717 

Granada House 

5th CIRCLE NEAR 
QWEEN ALIA COL. 




•PokxtHotei 


Rooftop Best— T iat 

Night* 

Oryx Band & 

Oriental Belly-dancer 

Nariman Abboud 

Forr es smt l on / 

L^T“Ai 


|l'; 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at uridsession 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 

One Sterling 1.7145/55 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1990/2000 

Canadian dollar 

1.6660/67 

Deutschemarfcs 

1.8775/85 

Dutch guilders 

1.4733/40 

Swiss francs 

34.77/80 

Belgian francs 

5.6525/75 

French francs 

1235/1236 

Italian lire 

145.18/28 

Japanese yen 

6.0920/1020 

Swedish crowns 

6.4350/400 

Norwegian crowns 

6.4150/200 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 420.70/42120 

U.S. dollars 
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FORECAST FOR THURSDAY FEBRUARY S, MM 

By Thomas $ flarwo. Ajtfofcpaf, Cant* Rgflttr Foundation 


A WE* (March 2J w April W) 
You ate abou to htte tone very 
mieittiing cate nmatoate sad re> 
otaduttf efine sstfa ymx Sfe, Oo 
with your tastily worn to mil uttor 
teUuvei Md fneotk. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

iRttfCWf ffeCW IttA 

Ww be waiting co ewe nso yo nr 
life, fittf fine qqv; afm mr 

axds of « practical 
nature «arf give it, 

CEMINJ: (May 2] » Jaw 21) A 
family member that Eras oca of 
Xm Hie will come bad to be 
Mpfal to jw One your maefc 

meu a presem of msusial value 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
-taly 21) Admit an eflkaru c ha r m - 
mg woman to your xoaal drde 
now. Entertain outaide w wi uf i 
in your home and if wdJ hpne£i 
you. 

LEO: (July 22 to Angnl 21) Be 
alert fur doing favours for triads 
and you win reap trancadm be- 
nefits. Accept sadden romantic 
Secures from your mate and enjoy 
yimncKev 

V IRGO: (August 22 ta September 
22) Your home « the place to Hunt 
abou adding impcovesMssa u in- 
crease your vciuc. Sock to proven 
method* in doing wfavt please* 
your anachaeat for more joy. 


UBfeA; (September 23 to October 
22) Invite- perrons yom' haw not 
men for acmctteae part tern your 


<*» tttec you to make some tqg 


SCOHHO:(OAib(rZ!loN«m> 
bcc 21) You cm nude moat money 
« a voeaima char you bm pot 
MMc- Out matters with 
afMfftmmt emsgod on a 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
P notathc r 2J) A good M^tm! wifl 




pfltyifrfn today, 


22 to 

iammzy 20) h wffl take seme time 
to ooBvmoc an older friend of a 
pbn you hue in sued Efttexuia 

out- 


AQUARIUS: 

«y »)" 


, 21 to Fctxu- 

and aapsimJBua 


time and ancoriop now. 

■Ppwc aai oB to ooafidrntial adM- 
aors by cmcrUteutg them at heme. 

nSCES: (Fcbnmry 20 to March 
20) Be sociable with the most 
p rom inent person* jroa have 


who dwell beoemth your roof 


FORECAST FOR FRIDAY FEBRUARY 23. 1990 
By Thomas S Ptarsan r Asaok3gar. Cam tf ftgh&r Foundation 

L IB R A : (September 23 to October 
22) Don't let pp on the bumms 
attain you have already put in 


ARIES: (March 21 to April IV) 
You have Lbc chance today to 
make some interesting new 
friendships. Improving your | 
erty win ixnptew iafluentuil 
sons sn you 


per 


TAURUS; (April 3> to May 20) 
You can join force* <■*& oevtcoo- 
cis in enjoying recreation* sew 
Yon tee via. your family Juw to 
increase value of yriur property 
itnd concord at home. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
ftazsb indooe tasks before you 
take on new dhscics that appeal to 
you. Romance is uppermost tn 
yocr mind and heart with year 
attachment. 

MOON CfiOJHUBN: (Jose 22 to 
July 21 ) Accept ebanningoutodm 
now into your inner drde of 
friends, fnvne a charming partner 
into your home for d i scu ssio n s of 
joint interest. 

LEO: (July 22 to Augnsi 21) Job 
couples at recre ation s as ranch as 
possible today. Duties at howy 
require exacting attention; so give 
it to gel the best results done. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A new mend you tike emo- 
tionally is very good for you. Be 
alert to aH kinds of interesting new 
situations at your borne that unght 
be good. . |i— .■ 


Open your -home to 
friends and acquaintances you 
fcauc Jdtec known. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Pui oar pieoro into the 
performance of your regular 
duties. Chanwrl aO that energy at 
home bio construc ti ve dnectwos. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
~ ‘ 21 ) 


property. Adopt a new and mane 
enthusiastic attitude towards your 



CAJPW008N: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don’t let fams-tunc 
friends keep you from uj. 

new oouucu. Giving a 
gift to your mate can 
rtceScut fcsuHs, 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Look around for as many 
persons of different view from 
yours as friends. Long accepted 
friends are best to have in your 
borne now. 

KSCESc (February 20 to March 
20) Keep your satisfactory 
frieodstups open by entertasobg 
them. An undcsstuidbg couple 

can make yom* borne Hie 

p teaam for .you. and mate. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OHAA SHARIF 
ATANNAH HfflSCH 


HOLD UP THAT GUESS 


North-South vulnerable. Sooth 
deals. 

NORTH 
4 K J S 6 
V 742 
O Q93 
* KJ 5 


bring able to enjoy nine tricks, de- 
clarer pud vacantly into space for 
a brief white before ejectin g to at* 
tack ipsdes. Tough luck! 

East took the ace and revelled to 
beans, and declarer’s remaining 


4542 4 A 7 3 

vJ 10 9 « 3 7 Q 6 

v 10 $ 5 08742 

♦ A 2 #9844 

SOUTH 
4 Q 10 9 
v A K 5 
v A K J 
# Q 19 7 3 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North 

1 4 Pam 1 4 

2 NT Pam 3 NT Pam 


the ace of dobs *t the funs opportu- 
nity and was able to cash just 
enough hearts to defeat the contract 
one trick. 

Now it is true that, had declarer 
chosen to force out the ace of chibs 


Opening lead: Jack of 9 

Good declarer play is not the per- 
ogative of those with a thorough 
knowledge of calculus. Following a 
few simple precepts wflj imp r o ve 
anyone’s skill. 

If 26 points are ah that are re- 
quired to make three no trump, de- 
clarer should have made his contract 
with an overmde. South's sequence 
showed IP- 20 points, so North had 
more than enough to rabe to game. 

West led the jack of hearts. East 
put up her queen and declarer woo. 
With two aces to force out before 


nine tncks would have been easy. In 
fact. South could have taken 1 1 . But 
that was a beer guess. Instead, a 
simple maneuver would have in- 
sured the contract. 

Holdup plays are common 
enough when declarer holds only 
one stopper in the tuh. But they can 
be jus us -effective with a double 
stopper. Sec whet happens if declar- 
er allow* East to wb the tint trick, 
then cakes the heart co n tinua tion. 
Let’s suppose, further, that dc- 


and forces out the ace of spedes. As 
the cards be. East has no more 
beam, so decl are r can later drive 
out the ace of spades and hold his 


And if East does have a heart, the 
suit wfll break 4-3 and declarer teas 
only two hearts and the two 


RAINBOW 


Tel: 625155 




BOARD 


P fttfonnan oa: 3 JO, 6J0, SJ0 



Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


You nit StwtebL S»*W 
Satoh, andWaMa Seif in 

The Good, tiM 
Monster, sod the 
. Flora 

(Arabic) 


6:15. 8JQL KUO. 



GULFCUP 


Kuwait defeats Bahrain 


KUWAIT (AP) — Hosts Kuwait 
defatted Bahrain 1-0 m the open- 
ing match Wednesday of the 10th 
Golf Arab soccer tournament at 
the Peace sod Friendship Sta- 
dium. The goal was scored in the 
10th minute. 

Bahrain pot np * lot of pressure 
from the kickoff but an error in 
marking in the box after nine 
rainaics cost them the only goal 
in the match, 

Kuwaiti skipper Nasser Gha- 
nim executed a tree kick from the 
box. Wayil Suleiman , who was 
left unmarked in the centre of the 
field, bead e d home past diving 
Hmoud Sultan to give Kuwaitis 
the winner. 

Tte tournament, which goes 
on till March 9, is played by 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, 
Iraq and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. The UAE is one of the 24 
contenders for the World Cup 
finals in June. 


The seventh member of the 
contest, Saudi Arabia, has not 
participated in this Golf Cup 
tournament because of a huff 
over the emblem the Kuwaitis 
chose — two history-making 
horses that defied a Saudi siege of 
a Kuwaiti outpost in the 192us to 
bring back military reinforce- 
ments. 

The Saudi cancellation came 
only five days before the coolest 
was to start, and the Saudi Foot- 
ball Association stood by their 
decision despite Kuwait's quick 
dismantling of the posters. 

The World Football Associa- 
tion considers the Work! Cup 
games friendly ones, but for the 
Gulf region the tournament is a 
prestigious event for the most 
favoured soccer sport. 

Iraq, holders of the chain - 
onship. and host Kuwait axe 
avourites to win. 


t 


China prepares 

doping crackdown 

BEDING (R) — Organisers of 
this year's Aslan Gaines in China 
are preparing a doping crack- 
down after drug scandals at both 
the 1988 Olympics and this year’s 
Commonwealth Games. 

**China has a policy of strictly 
banning drugs, strict checking 
and strua punishment," professor 
Yang Tianle, head of tne Asian 
Games Doping Control Centre, 
said in an interview. 

Asian Btheltes, especially 
Chinese, use a variety of herbal 
medtdnes and tonics, with some 
containing banned substances. 

Yang said at least four Chinese 
athletes — two speedskaters, a 
rifle shooter and a badminton 
player — had tested positive in 
international events, although ail 


denied knowing they had used 
banned drugs. 

The two speedskaters, both 
women, are the only Chinese to 
have tested positive for steroids, 
in tins case methyl-testosterone 
contained in a herbal medicine. 

An athlete in the Chinese 
squad preparing for the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics has said she 
knew of illegal doping among the 
Chinese contingent in rhe form of 
herbal medicines. She did not 
reveal any names. 

“I don’t believe this is true. 
There is no proof of this, no 
evidence," Yang said. 

“We are extremely strict to- 
wards our atheletes. They would 
be severely punished.” 



12 Porridge 

13 Factual 

14 Klemperer 

15 Tropical area 
17 Penorma 

IB Soldier and 
worker 
IB Itemize 

20 Social ways 

21 Pindar’s 
outp&t 

22 Standard 

23 PosmssJvs 
25 Hellhound 
27 Beaver work 
30 Eur. peninsula 
33 **— my tong 

strayed eyea H 
. (Donne) 

XI Buyers and 
ssMsn 

37 Solemn 

38 Heeded 

40 Mountain 
chain 

41 Draft letters 

42 Lugs 

44 Knucklehead 

45 Shred 

47 Animal pair 
4B Fable’* end 

51 Ready tor 
business 

52 Kin cl auto- 
58 Son of 

X rodJis 
ter aid 
SB Create 
60 Bible book 
61 Breathing 
62 Quarter of 
four 
63 — Moines 
64 Subalsnllal 

DOWN 

1 City on the 
Jumna 
2 Persia 
updated 
3 Court action 
4 Camera pan 


OiWTfKoM Madto 
A* Rights 


5 Sprite 

6 Dona clothes 

7 Eject 

8 Obtain 

9 Winter 
protection 

10 Fit to — 

11 Hurl 

13 Attempted 

14 Soent 

16 Venerable 

20 Dutch painter 

21 Chinese e.g. 

22 Canonical 
hour 

23 Torrid weather 
problem 

24 Whodunit 
name 

26 My: Fr. 

28 USSR border 
river 

29 Tableland 

30 Luplno and 
Ctnior 

31 Trpok dttAl s 

32 Enttuultam 


Ytttarrfiy's Prods Solved: 


nnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn ranruir? nnnn 
nnnnra nnnn nnnn 
nnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnn nnnnnrc 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnn nnnnnnn 
nnnnn nnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnn 


34 Moves quickly 

38 Collection 

39 Tyrants 

43 Gushes forth 
46 Facilitate 

48 Reply: abbr. 

49 Notation 

50 Algerian port 


51 Formerly 

52 Unaccom- 
panied 

53 Satanic 

54 Son ol Leah 

55 Ran away 

57 Blue 

58 


TWO FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT 

Each apartment consisting of two bedrooms, living room, 
dining room, kitchen, telephone and central heating. 
Location: 7th Circle area. 

Please call Tel. 812888 or 826553. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Mercedes 190, August 1989 model, dark blue colour, 
air-conditioned, tinted glass, stereo sound system. 

Duty unpaid 

Please call 828102 after 5:00 p.m. 


Colombia beats 
Soviet Union 


LOS ANGELES (R) - CM- 
ombia beat the Soviet Union 4-2 
in a penalty shoot -out in a World 
Cup soccer warm-up match 
Tuesday. 

The Colombians scored their 
first three penalty kicks. Soviet 
goalkeeper Victor Chanov saved 
Che fourth Colombian attempt. 

Colombia's goalkeeper Rene' 
Higuita was the hero as he Mock- 
ed two of the Soviet attempts. He 
also scored on the last of the five 
penalty kicks to win the match, 
the first of a four-team tourna- 
ment before a crowd of 18,000. 
Both sides have qualified for the 
World Cup. 

Columbia's head coach Fran- 
cisco Mauirana said recent death 
threats against the side's players 
and coaches had not affected his 
team's play. 

“They haven’t affected us at 
ail,” Maturana said through an 
interpreter. “We were pretty 
calm. Wc play for the fun of it.“ 

Earlier this' month, Colombia’s 
biggest selling newspaper, El 
Hempo, said a shadowy group 
called lifucol, an acronym for 
dean football in Colombia, issued 
a taped message threatening the 
lives of players and coaches. 

Maturana said there was room 
for improvement in all aspects of 
his team's play. 

By no means am 1 satisfied,” 
he said. 


E. Germany’s success looks set to end 


In Tuesday's match, the Col- 
ombians played an aggressive 
first half against a seemingly slug- 
gish Soviet team. 


By Aifafa Warner 

Reuter 

EAST BERLIN — East Ger- 
many's remarkable success story 
in faeraationai sport over the last 
20 years looks to be coining to an 
end. . 

Straggling to find the money to 
sustain a sophisticated system 
which under Communist rule em- 
ployed thousands erf trainers and 
scientists, the country knows its 
days as one of the top three 
Olympic powers are numbered. 

The nation of 17 million people 
which blossom med from its first 
Olympics in 1968 to win the 
second highest number of medals 
at the 1988 Seoul Games has been 
thrown into a crisis since last 
year's crumbling of the Berlin 
Wall. 

“There is no doubt in the fu- 
ture we are not going to be able 
to keep up the standards we 
showed in Seoul," Olympic shot 
put champion Ulf Timmermann 
told Reuters in an interview. 
"Like much of the whole coun- 
[ try, sport is in a crisis. The system 
that helped us develop talent is in 
danger,” he said. 

Fa« Germany’s former Cotn- 
[ munist rulers saw spent as a way 
of gaining international prestige 
and pumped a great deal of state 
money into building an extensive 
network, of local clubs, pressure- 
cooker sports schools and sports 
science centres. 

Talented yoongsters, spotted at 
the country's many local sports 
dubs, which were organised by 
state-run factories, were sent to 
some 25 special sports schools. 


There they trained every day 
under the eyes of top coaches and 
benefitted from extensive re- 
search in sports medicine. Se- 
cured of an education, career and 
financial future, many quicky 
graduated to national imhw ami 
Olympic success. 

While the general public strug- 
gled to find a swimming pool far 
their leisure time, the state built 
centres for the elite in sports such 
as athletics, swimming, bobsleigh 

and ski jumping. 

The techniques were always 
kept secret from the West which 
tended to tarnish East German 
success with suspicions of wide- 
spread doping, supported to 
some extent by allegations from 
athletes who defected. 

But with the country's eco- 
nomy in a crisis since last Novem- 
ber's collapse of the Berlin Wall, 
the whole system itself looks set 
to crumble. 

"Everything was always kept a 
secret." Timmermann said as he 
sat in a gloomy weigh^trainmg 
room buih beside the scruffy, 
muddy field at the East Berlin 
sports centre where he has 
trained since childhood. 

Beside the centre in a run- 
down residential district of East 
Berlin stands one of the sports 
schools behind the state's success. 
Timmermann is a former pupil. 

"But you can see for yourself, 
these facilities are not really 
world class. I've seen better. 

“We pumped a lot of money 
into top-class sports and ignored 
sport for the man in -the street. 
That was the problem,” be said. 
"The fact that we kept techniques 
secret in chit top-class sport only 


fuetfed the rumours from 
abroad.” 

"Doping is banned in East 
Germany. It is such a tricky 
subject that until someone Has 
complete proof that an athlete 
took a specific substance at a 
specific time, then everything else 
is pure speculation. It’s a worl- 
dwide problem.” 

The firms previously given 
state subsidies to run sports dubs 
are now finding they can no 
longer afford them as they seek to 
economise in the face of the 
West's competitive business sys- 
tem looking likely to be intro- 
duced. 

Hundreds of coaches at sports 
schools and dubs face redundan- 
cy with government plans for curs 
to the sports budget - 

Officials know that if the local 
dubs go to the wail there is a 
danger young talent will simply 
dry up because children have few 
public facilities to turn to. 

"We need to make sure the 
local sports clubs are saved and 
me promote sport for children as 
well as sport for the general 
public,” said Timmermann, who 
is now leading a campaign to get 
East Germany’s caretaker gov- 
ernment to secure money for 
sport. 

In stark contrast to their secre- 
tive past. East German sports 
officials are quickly turning to 
sponsorships deals with Western 
companies to find an answer to 
the problem. 

They plan to market and sell 
the medical and science secrets 
behind their success and have 
ideas of opening up the sports 
schools to youngsters from the 
West for the first time. 


Scotland anxious to 
improve on finals form 


they fL 
This 


By Timothy Coflings 
Reuter 

LONDON — Scotland, having 
overcome their nerves to qualify 
for a fifth successive World Cup 
finals appearance, will be anxious 
to improve on their past form 

when'they travel to Italy in June. 

For in each of the finals series 
in 1974, 1978. 19S2 and 1986, tbe 
Scots have failed to live up to tbe 
hopes of their “tartan army” of 
fans and have been eliminated in 
the fust round. 

Indeed, they have never gone 
beyond the opening round in six 
appearances in the finals since 
first qualified in 1954. 
time, after qualifying 
second behind Yugoslavia in a 
group which also contained 
France, Norway and Cyprus, 
Scotland and their supporters will 
at least travel with their hopes 
tempered by the knowledge that 
they will be in one of the toughest 
opening sections. 

In Group C in Turin and 
Genoa, Scotland will be facing 
three-times winners Brazil, 
Sweden and Costa Rica. Xt will be 
the third time in five series of 
World Cup finals they have met 
the Brazilians in the opening 
round. 

“It is a glamorous group. It 
always is when you are picked 
with tbe B razilians ," said team 
manager Andy Roxburgh. “But it 
is not an easy one and we shall 
have our work cut out to qualify 
from it." 

Roxburgh, a quiet and studious 
coach whose playing career was 
spent with some of Scotland's less 
distinguished dubs in the lower 
divisions, followed Alex 
Ferguson in charge after the 1986 
finds in Mexico. 

He recognised his task was to 
try and utilise tbe Scots* natural 
skill, energy and enthusiasm in a 
tactical framework which would 
prove sound in international 
soccer and provide some form of 


MANY VILLAS 

AND APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


consistency. 

By the end of tbe qualifying 
programme at tbe end of last 
year,- however, Scotland had won 
nine, drawn 11 and lost seven of 
27 matches under his control. 
And consistency looked to be as 
elusive as ever, whoever was 
selected. 

This was most vividly refected 
in their qualifying programme. 
After wins over Norway. Cyprus 
(twice) and France and a draw at 
home to Yugoslavia, it looked a 
formality that they would qualify 
with three marches remaining. 

Defeats in Yugoslavia and 
France, however, left everything 
hanging on their final home tie 
against Norway, which ended in a 
cliff-hanging 1-1 draw, as 
Scotland scrambled into tbe 
finals. 

Injuries to key players have not 
assisted Roxburgh whose squad, 
unlike most previous Scotland 
squads, is conspicuously lacking 
in stars. 

Whereas in the past, the Scots 
could always draw upon tbe 
inspiration of such men as Denis 
Law, Willie Johnstone, Graeme 
Souness or Kenny Dalglish, they 
now rely upon their collective 
football and team spirit. 

Goalkeeper Jim Leighton, who 
has endured a difficult season in 
England with Manchester United 
fighting relegation, is one of a 
core of experienced men who 
played in Mexico. 

He, Richard Gough of 
Glasgow Rangers, who has been 
injured virtually all season, Willie 
Miller of Aberdeen and Roy 
Aitken of Newcastle will be the 
foundations of Scotland’s 
defence, but none of them have 
been playing at the top of their 
form. 


Comaneci’s 

TOKYO (R) — Nadia Com- 
aneci, gymnast sweetheart of 
the 2976 Montreal Olympics, 
says she plans to wed the "best 
friend” she left behind in 
Romania, 30-year-old Mihai 
Vasilescu. 

Comaneci, in Tokyo to 
appear on television, denied 
reports she was romantically 
involved with her American 
manager Constantine Panait. 

Panait, who accompanied 
hey to Tokyo, is a married 
father of four who helped 
Comaneci escape Romania 
just before it erupted in revolu- 
tion and to seek refuge in the 
United States. 

“We will get married when 
he (Vasilescu) arrives,” a 
beaming, demurely-brassed 
Comaneci told reporters 
through an interpreter here 
Tuesday. 

“He is tall and he is quite 
handsome,” she said of the 


computer programmer, who 
she said would join her in Los 
Angeles in two or three 
months. 

Comaneci, winner of three 
gold medals and a perfect ‘10* 
score in Montreal, said she was 
making an autobiographical 
movie in the United States 
which would culminate in her 
defection from Romania late 
last year. 

"But after the movie. 1 
would like to go back into 
gymnastics and coach chil- 
dren,” she said. 

Co maned is receiving sever- 
al hundred rhousand yen 
(several thousand dollars) 
from her appearance on Nihon 
television, Yasuji Takahashi, 
the producer of the show, said. 

“It's an astonishingly small 
sum. She has come here out of 
the kindness of her heart.” he 
said. 



To the Management and Staff of 

CORAL BEACH HOTEL 

AQABA 

Happy 21st Birthday 

from your friends at 


international 

traders 
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1 Nicola 1 


Jane J 


To Airport hhghway 
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Sufara Bakery 


HAIR DESIGN 

BY /} 

Opening today in Sweifieh 
under the management of Nicola Jane 

Holder of — Registration of British State Board of 

Hairdressers. 

Life Membership for World Federa- 
tion of Supreme Hairdressers. 
Diploma in Van Straten School of 
Hairdressing. 

Diploma in Dominos Hair Academy. 
Honours degree in World Federation 
of Supreme Hairdressers. 


Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144 
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Mandela reassures business community 


ANC attacks U.K. for lifting sanctions 


LUSAKA, Zambia (Agencies) — The African 
National Congress (ANC) accused the British gov- 
ernment Wednesday of breaking Its word on econo- 
mic sanctions against South Africa. 

. By lifting a ban on investment other opposition groups as part of, 
in Smith Africa, Britain violated a reform programme that also 
•sanctions agreements of the Uo- saw the release of veteran black 
ited Nations, the Co mm onwealth natio nalis t Nelson Mandela after 
jod the European Community 27 years in prison in South 
(EQ that it once pledged to Africa. 

honour, said ANC information “We don’t think by any stretch 
chief Pallo Jordan. of die imagination the measures 

“The British government has announced by de Klerk are irrev- 
gone back on its word,” Jordan errible,” Jordan said, 
told reporters at the ANC’sexter- He said the ANC was appeal- 
°al headquarters in Lusaka. ing to British business interests 
Britain announced Tuesday it not to trite advantage of the 
was ending the investment ban to lifting of the investment ban. 
encourage reform by South Afri- The ANC has repeatedly said 
can President F.W. de Klerk. Thatcher’s opposition to sano~ 
Jordan said the British move tions risked delaying change in 
was part of a pattern set by Prime. South Africa by reducing press- 
Minister Margaret Thatcher ure on the Pretoria government, 
favouring South Africa's white Britain has argued that econo- 
minority government uric sanctions hurt South Africa's 

“She has been quite prepared black majority the most and de 
to be out of step with the rest of Klerk should be rewarded for 
the world in her anxiety to reforms introduced so far. 
accommodate the Pretoria reg- 
ime," said the head of the guenil- Me anwhile, Harry 
la-backed organisation's Informa- Oppenheimer, one of South Afri- 
tion Department ca’s most influential business- 

He said Britain was party to men, was quoted Wednesday as 
international agreements that saying be (fid not think economic 
specified there would be no eas- sanctions played the crucial role 
ing of trade and investment in moves to end apartheid, 
boycotts until irreversible change “In a general sense, external 
occurred in South Africa to end pressures played a role. But I 
the apartheid system of racial doubt sincerely if the economic 
separation. aspect of this pressure was the 

On Feb. 2 de Klerk announced determining factor," he said in an 
the legalisation of the ANC and interview with the Paris daily Le 


“We don't think by any stretch 
of die imagination the measures 
announced by de Klerk are irrev- 
ersible,'' Jordan said. 

He said the ANC was appeal- 
ing to British business interests 
not to trice advantage of the 
lifting of the investment ban. 

The ANC has repeatedly said 
Thatcher’s opposition to sanc- 
tions risked delaying change in 
South Africa by reducing press- 
ure on the Pretoria government, 

Britain has argued that econo- 
mic sanctions hurt South Africa's 
black majority the most and de 
Klerk should be rewarded for 
reforms introduced so far. 

Me anwhile, Harry 
Oppenheimer, one of South Afri- 
ca’s most influential business- 
men, was quoted Wednesday as 
saying be did not think economic 
sanctions played the crucial role 
in moves to end apartheid. 

“In a general sense, external 
pressures played a role. But I 
doubt sincerely if the economic 
aspect of this pressure was the 
dete rmining factor," he said in an 
interview with the Paris daily Le 


Figaro. 

Oppenheimer, retired chair- 
man of the Aztgio American and 
De Beers Mining Dynasty, also 
discounted the impact of the 
withdrawal of several foreign 
companies from South Africa in 
protest against apartheid. 

“The Only riling that hari an 

impact was the interruption of 
normal banking relations with the 
outside world,” he said. 

Foreign banks froze credit to 
Pretoria after former President 
p.W. Botha dashed hopes of 
rapid reform and political vio- 
lence increased in South Africa. 

Oppenbefrner, a long-standing 
opponent of apartheid, said Man- 
dela’s release showed the Pre- 
toria government “had aban- 
doned the idea that South Africa 
belonged exclusively to whites." 

In his assessment, the pressure 
that really touched the average 
white South African was the in- 
ternational sporting boycott of 
the country. 

He said South Africa’s overall 
paria status in the world has also 
been very important. “Here, like 
anywhere else, people like to be 
loved." 

In Johannesburg, a newspaper 
reported Wednesday that Mande- 
la has attempted to calm fear 
among businesses with an assur- 
ance that the ANC would not 
impose drastic economic changes. 

Mandela said die ANC would 
consult business leaders before 
making any major 1 changes in the 
economy and would expect both 
sides to compromise. South Afri- 


can businesses have been fright- 
ened by recent Mandela state- 
ments backing the ANCTs {dan to 
nationalise the econouayif rt takes 

control. 

'‘This is an extremely impor- 
tant matter, and in any democra- 
tic stuation a free expression of 
opinion is absolutely vital. I also 
expect compromise from both 
sides,” Mandela was quoted as 
saying by Business Day news- 


A lawmaker of the white 
opposition Democratic Party said 
Wednesday that the ANC and the 
governing National Party were 
moving too slowly and must 
accelerate political reform. 

Tony Leon of the pro-reform 
party said the ANCs decision not 
to hold a congress on formulating 
policy until December was a mis- 
take. he told a meeting in Durban 
that the ANC and the govern- 
ment had to move more quickly. 

“Whether or not tire ANC or 
the government anticipates 
events achieving their own bead 
of steam is almost irrelevant to 
the fact that the country, and its 
people, are hardly likely to stand 
still while the various parties get 
their act together," he said. 

Mandela also said other na- 
tions must contienne sanctions 
against South Africa to force the 
end of apartheid. “What we set 
out to achieve, we are far from 
achieving and there is nothing 
that has happened that has re- 
quired us to review this deci- 
sion," he said. 


10 killed in Nepal democracy riots I Countries 


KATHMANDU (R) — Nepal’s 
government and its opponents 
-rejected compromise Wednesday 
In a battle over Western-style 
democracy in the Himalayan 
kingdom where at least 10 people 
have died in three days of con- 
frontation. 

Washington, one of the aid 
donors which help prop up im- 
poverished Nepal's economy, has 
-appealed for talks between the 
government of absolute monarch 
King Birendra and politicians 
fighting the partyless system of 
elected councils, or Panchayats. 

The appeal seemed unlikely to 
have much effect. 

“We have always been open to 


dialogue within the framework of 
Panchayat. But dialogue will not 
be possible in an atmosphere of 
violence," government spokes- 
man Radhe Shyam Bista said. 

Senior opposition leader 
Ganesh Man Singh, speaking by 
telephone from house arrest, 
said: “The movement will go on 
unless our demands are met — a 
multi-party system, free and fair 
elections and, meanwhile, an In- 
terim government representing 
all parties.” 

Bista said 10 people had died in 
the first three days of the opposi- . 
tion campaign launched Sunday. 
Witnesses said most were shot by 
riot police confronting stone- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Poles willing to defend border in war 

PARIS (AP) — Bronislaw Geremek, a leader of the Solidarity 
labour bloc in Poland’s parliament, said the only way his country's 
border with Germany could be changed is through war. “The only 
way to change the border is war. The Polish people know it,” 
; Geremek told participants at a conference Tuesday on the future 
of Eastern Europe held at the Soibonne University. Adam 
Micbnik, a historian, journalist and another Solidarity leader, 
said West German Chancellor Helmut Kohl should “openly 
declare” that he recognised the existing border if he want 
“credibility with his neighbours.” Micbnik said Polish fears of a 
united Germany are rooted in the German occupation of Poland 
during World War n and reinforced by the feeling that Kohl “is 
not sufficiently determined to say openly that he recognises the 
German-Polish frontier” established at the Yalta Summit after 
the war. Both Polish leaders emphasised that the questions 
surrounding Germany’s attitude toward Poland resonates 
throughout all of Europe. 

3 banished leaders return to Haiti 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) — Three of seven opposition 
activists banished a month ago by military ruler Lt.-Gen. Prosper 
Avrfl have returned to Haiti, Radio Antilles has said. Antoine 

- Izmery, a prominent businessman and outspoken critic of Avrfl, 

- and radical militant Maz Montreufl arrived from Miami Tuesday, 

* a day after C ommunis t Party deputy leader Max Bouijolly arrived 
■ from Paris, the privately-owned radio station said. Bomjolly, 
; Izmery, Montreuii and four others were thrown out of the country 

between Jan. 20-24, during a crackdown on the opposition after 
“ an army colonel was assassinated. At least 50 other activists were 
arrested, and many said they were beaten by police before being 
; released. Following strong protests from France, the United 
States and the European Community, Avrfl lifted the nine-day 
' state-of-siege on Jan. 30 and said the exiled leaders could return. 

- Bomb explodes near U.K. army van 

■ 

LEICESTER, England (AP) — A bomb exploded near an army 
van In the centre of Leicester shattering windows, Wowing 
. pedestrians off their feet and injuring two people, officials said. 
No group claimed responsibility for the explosion, but suspicion 
fell on the Irish Republican Army (IRA), which has been fighting 
to end British rule in No r the rn Ireland. Leicester's assistant chief 
constable, Tony Butler, said the van had travelled a few hundred 
metres from an army recruiting centre when the bomb exploded 
near the vehicle Tuesday evening just before rush hour. Uncon- 
firmed reports said the bomb had dropped off the van, saving the 

- lives of the two army sergeants intide. One sergeant, from the 
Women’s Royal Army Corps, was taken to Leicester Royal 
Infirmary suffering from shock. But her colleague from the 
Cnirkh nam Guards was unhurt, the Ministry of Defence said. 
Butler said a civilian walking past the scene was also hurt by flying 
glass. “The van was not badly damaged,” said Leicester Mercury 
reporter Red Williams. “The main force of the explosion seems to 

- have been at the back of vetdde, probably on the ground.” 

Taiwan seeks to curb rioting 

TAIPEI, Taiwan (AP) — Senior government officials met in 
emereBcy session Wednesday and ordered police to take tough 
Pleasures to prevent a repetition of the rioting that injured more 
♦han 100 people the day before. The 15-hour street battle Tuesday 
in downtown Taipei between police and pro-democracy demon- 

• strators was one of the most violent riots since martial law was 
lifted in 1987- the protesters burned police vans and smashed 
wiodows in the legislative bmkling daring the fi gh ting. .The 
demonstrators, mostly supporters of the opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party, were demanding replacement of aging legisla- 
torrof the r»Hng Nationalist Party who test faced election on the 
Chinese ^inland more than 40 years ago. 


throwing crowds. 

The government admits nearly 
800 people have been detained 
before and during the rampaign 
for multi-party democracy. A 
leading human rights group says 
the true number is double that_ 

There have been protests 
throughout the Kathmandu Val- 
ley, along the country's narrow 
Terai plam bordering India and 
in remote hill towns. 

“We are very sad. The govern- 
ment has given special instruc- 
tions to police to avoid confronta- 
tion. But policemen are being 
attacked,” Bista said in an inter- 
view at Kathmandu’s Singha Dur- 
bar (lion palace) government 
compound. 


A billion 
more 

people will 
be born 
in 1990s 

MANILA (R) — The world’s 
population is growing by three 
people every second and unless 
this is curbed, most gains so far 
achieved in improving the quality 
of life could be swept away, the 
United Nations Population Fund 
said Wednesday. 

Nafis Sadik, executive director 
of the fund, said p ro g re ss in 
reducing birth rates had been 
slower than expected and foe 
world popnJatioo, earlier ex- 
pected to stabilise at 10.2 billion 
by foe end of the nest century, 
coukl head towards 14 billion 
people. 

Sadik said in a speech at a 
media and economic seminar in 
Manila the world population, 
now 5.25 billion, was growing * 
around 250,000 daily. Between 
and 100 million people will be 
added every year during the 
1990s, she said. 

Over foe decade, a bflfion peo- 

e c — a whole extra China — will 
: added, she said. In Asia, 
today’s 3.1 billion people wfl be- 
come 3.7 billion by the end of the 
century, she added. 


fighting drug 

traffickers 
draw support 

UNTIED NATIONS (AP) — 
Countries battling drug traffick- 
ers have drawn support for their 
efforts during a U.N. special ses- 
sion on narcotics, shifting foe 
foens to concerns over consump- 
tion and economic aid. 

Diplomats and U.N. officials 
said they wanted foe session to 
change the emphasis from 
attempts to stop production in 
poor countries to one that in- 
cludes fighting consumption in 
wealthier nations. 

Distribution, marketing and 
money laundering, the related 
arms trade and sale of drug- 
manufacturing chemicals also are 
key issues being addressed during 
the four-day session that con- 
vened Tuesday. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker said Americans must real- 
ise the serious problems drug 
consumption causes in other na- 
tions. 

“Profits from' every kilo of 
cocaine bought in the streets of 
America buy foe bullets which 
rob democracies of their dignity 
and freedom,” Baker said. 
“American users aid and abet foe 
drug cartels which in turn foment 
and exploit regional and global 
instability.” 

Wolfgang SchanUe, West Ger- 
many's federal minister of the 
interior, stressed the need to eli- 
minate drag production that 
some regions depend on econo- 
mically. But he recommended 
rfiang m g trade policies to give a 
boost to legal income in regions 
facing serious economic and so- 
cial damage because of drag- 
related problems. 

Earlier Tuesday, U.N. chief 
Javiet Perez de Cuellar appealed 
for more money to fight foe drag 
scourge, calling it an internation- 
al “time-bomb." 


Cambodia launches counterattack 

as premier holds talks in Thailand 
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BANGKOK (AP) — Cambodian from tbe guerrillas of tta J^lost 


Hungary could join NATO 


BUDAPEST (R) — Hungary, a 
reluctant member of the Soviet- 
led Warsaw Pact military 
alliance, might even join the 
Western alliance NATO in the 
future, according to Foreign 
Minis ter Gyula Horn. 

Horn said the principles of the 
1975 Helsinki filial act, in winch 
35 nations agreed on the borders 
of European countries and laid 
down minimu m human rights 
standards, should be expanded 
and turned gradually into obliga- 
tions. 

“This may bring forth a new 
attitude and, in this framework, it 
cannot even be excluded that 
Hungary joiiiis NATO," the 
Hungarian News Agency (MIT) 
quoted him as saying at a public 
debate Tuesday. 

Western diplomats expressed 
surprise at Horn’s comments, 
which seemed to mark a depar- 


ture from tbe previous Hungarian 
view that both military alliances 
should be dissolved and that 
Hungary had a long-term desire 
for neutrality. 

Bui they cautioned that they 
may have been made with one 
eye on March 25 elections, Hun- 
gaiy's first national multi-party 
poll since 1947. “Remarks like 
this could take the wind out of the 
opposition’s sails,” said one. 

At a debate entitled “will 
European history start again?” 
Horn said Europe could develop 
a new collective system of de- 
fence and security and that this 
would transform both NATO and 
the Warsaw Pact. • 

“The road to this leads, among 
other things, through the estab- 
lishment of closer ties between 
Hungary and the various NATO 
organisations, first of all the poli- 
tical ones,” he said. 


But Hungary and NATO could 
draw closer “only step by step£ 
he said. “Hungary wfll not jom 
NATO tomorrow,” he added. 

He pointed out that since 1987 
Hungary had maintained rela- 
tions with the North Atlantic 


Observers: Chances for clean 
vote are good in Nicaragua 


MANAGUA (AP) — After a campaign marked 
by cries of foul play, chances for a dean election 
Sunday are good, international observers say. 

The credibility of the closely monitored Nicara- 
guan general election is a critical issue in what 
amounts to a referendum on a decade of rale by 
foe Sandinistas. 

Both sides are relying on foe observers to ensure 
the fairness of the Feb. 25 vote. 

President Daniel Ortega needs tire stamp of 
legitimacy on tbe victory he expects. The mam 
challenger, Violeta Barrios de Chamorro’s United 
National Opposition, maintains observers are the 
only thing that will keep foe Sandinistas from 
cheating. 

More than 1,000 observers are fanning out by 
jeep, boat, plane and horseback to watch every- 
thing from the opening of foe polls to foe coun- 
ting of tbe votes. 

One of tbe most visible observers is forma: U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter, who denounced cheating 
in last year's Panamanian election while the votes 
were still being counted. 

The largest missions are from tbe Organisation 
of American States (OA5), which is deploying a 
team of 450, and the United Nations, which is 
fielding 200 people. 

Nicaragua is foe first sovereign nation to invite 
United Nations observers, an indication of tbe 
importance the Sandinistas place on credibility. 

Sandmista officials expect an internationally 
endorsed victory to lead to improved relations with 
the United States and an infusion of international 
aid to repair an economy ravaged by mismanage- 
ment, war with the U.S.-backed contra rebels and 
U.S. economic embargo. 

“A credible election can be the foundation for 
getting ns out of this crisis,” said Adolfo Beteta, 
spokesman for the Suprape^-Electoral Council. 


“There has never been an election with more 
observers.” 

Since Jbe Sandinistas took power in foe 1979 
revolution that ended the* Somoza family dicta- 
torship, the government has been involved in a 
protracted war with U.S. backed rebels. Tbe 
economy has shrunk by more than half, wages 
have fallen to less than 10 per cent of their former 
value and private consumption declined by 70 per 
cent. 

Tbe U.N. and OAS missions as well - as a 
representative from Carter's Council of Freely 
Elected Heads of Government have been at work 
in Nicaragua for months, monitoring every step 
from voter registration to mmpaignmg to election, 
day procedures. 

They have sweated in the hot tropical son at 
campaign rally. After campaign rally, they have 
mediated disputes over everything from opposition 
access to state-controlled media, the use govern- 
ment resources by tire Sandinistas, intimidation 
and cam paign violence. 

‘T expect a clean election,” said Jennifer 
McCoy, head of the Carter mission. “But if there 
are irregularities on a huge scale, we will be able to 
detect them.” 

Leonel Zuniga of the OAS said observers from 
his mission plan to visit 2,500 of tbe nation’s 4, 391 
polling places. A raft of unofficial observers, from 
U.S. congressmen to church activists, wfll help out 

“Between the OAS and the other observers, I 
would guess almost 100 per cent of foe polling 
places wfll be covered," Zuniga said. 

There are several key safeguards. 

To prevent multiple balloting, voters will have to 
dip their fingers in bright blue ink that ta ke s days 
to wash off. To guard against stuffing ballot boxes, 
each prednet will be assigned a number chosen by 
the poll watchers, when it opens 


Cuban MPs elect new parliamentary president 


MEXICO CITY (Agencies) — 
Cuban lawmakers elected a new 


“By and large, the biggest in- 
creases will happen in the poorest 
countries — those least equipped 
to meet the needs of foe new 
arrivals and invest in their fu- 
ture,” Sadik said. 

“The 1990s will see faster in- 
creases in human numbers than 
any decade in history. The 1990s 
wfll be a decisive decade. All that 
Asian countries have struggled to 
achieve could be swept away,” 
she said. 

Sadik told tbe one Asia assem- 
bly that poverty and rapid 
growth in rural areas 
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of development, dimming pros- 
pects for increased employment 
and threatening food supply. 

“We should make a direct and 
all-out attack on the roots of tbe 
crisis — poverty and rapid rates 
of tKjpulation growth.” 

Sadik said a key factor is tbe 
population probelm was tbe role 
given to women. She said im- 
provements in women’s status, 
their access to education, health 
and the means of family planning 
were the best and quickest way to 
reduce population growth rates. 


four days after the Communist 
Party called for a study on 
revamping government institutions, 
tire Cuban news service Ptensa 
I afinfl said. 

Justice Minister Joan Escalona, 
59, foe only candidate for the 
position, was elected in secret, 
direct balloting, with 458 of foe, 
468 votes, the agency said. It did 
not account for tbe other 10 
votes. 

Escalona presided over the 
1989 prosecution of high-ranking 
Interior Ministry and army offi- 
cials sentenced to death for drug 
trafficking, the news service said 
in the dispatch monitored in Mex- 
ico City. 

It said the vote followed tbe 
resignation of tbe parliament's 
acting president. Severe Aguirre, 
78, who had served since tbe 
death of its former president, 
Flavio Bravo, in early 1988. 

In renouncing his post, Aguirre 
said new leadership could contri- 
bute to renovation of tbe state, 
Prensa Latina said. 

The Communist Party Central 
Committee Friday called for a 
party congress in March 1991 and 
proposed a study of government 
structure to improve its func- 


tioning. 

That report was foe first in- 
dication Ptensa Latina has given 
that Cuba might consider r efo rm , 
although it said Cuba would re- 
tain its Marxist-Leninist princi- 
ples, apparently ruling out tire 


foe formerly Communist coun- 
tries of Eastern Europe. 

Escalona, who has served as 
Justice Minister since 1983, has 
been a deputy in the Cuban par- 
liament since 1981, Ptensa 
said. 

He participated in foe revolu- 
tion that overthrew dictator 
Fulgendo Batista in 1959, and 
has served as chief of staff Ear the 
Western Army Divison, the news 
service said. 


As justice minister, he was the 
general prosecutor in foe govern- 
ment’s case against Maj.-Gen. 
Arnaldo Ochoa and three other 
army officers who were executed 
by firing squad in July for drug 
trafficking. Ten other officers ac- 
cused in the case were sente n ced 
to op to 30 years in prison, and 
numerous other high administra- 
tion officials lost their jobs. 

Cuban President Fidel Castro 
attended the special legislative 
session Tuesday. Zofla Benitez, a 
member of - parliament, was 


elected vice president of the 
body. 

Castro said Tuesday that the 
proposed refor ms were aimed at 
strengthening Socialism and one- 
party rule and he rejected any 
move towards capitalism or pri- 
vate ent e rprise. 

He said in a speech to Cuba’s 
National Assembly that planned 
improvements to tire country's 
one-party system had been misin- 
terpreted abroad as a sign that 
Cuba was giving in to pressure for 
diaqge. 

“Tbe process of rectification is 
to make us stronger, it doesn't 
mean we’re snrraodering, that 
word doesn’t exist in our diction- 
ary," Castro told tire assembly. 

“Our task is to perfect and 
strengthen the party, the state 
and other organisations,” he said. 

But he added: "Don’t let any- 
one believe for a minute that 
we’re going over to capitalism, to 
private ownership." 

“We will follow our own way, 
we don’t copy anyone,” he said. 
“Here in tire tropics, on tins 
Caribbean island, things are 
different,” he added. 

In Washington, the United 
States said Tuesday that Cuban 
C om mu ni st Party changes were 
aimed solely at , perpetuating a 


It also said a new shi pme nt of 
Soviet MiG-29 fighter jets had 
arrived in Cuba and it could not 
understand why Moscow was still 
providing such weapons when. 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
was repeatedly criticised by 
Cuban leader Rdel Castro. 


Cuban leader ndel Castro.-. 

“The Cuban government 
seems committed to mjamtafn a 
rigid one-party, Manost-Lemnist 
dictatorship, the very sys t e m 
which socialist states in other 
parts of foe world are now com- 
mitted to reforming,” State De- 


Tutwiler said at a briefing. 

“The proposed changes are to 
consolidate tire strength of one- 
party rule,” Tutwfler said. “We 
also n ote that the announcement 
di st ances Cuba from the wave of 
reform sweeping Europe by re- 
jecting any at tem pt s to duplicate 
foreign models, permit democra- 
tic proces s es, or allow a multi- 
party system.” 

■ ■ ■ 1 

Tutwiler said that an unspeci- 
fied number of Soviet MiG-29 
jets bad recently arrived in Cuba 
and. were in addition to a ship- 
ment against which Secretary of 
State James Baker protested 
while tu Moscow . -earlier this 
month. . 




Assembly, a non-executive body 
of parliamentarians from ANTO 
member conn tries. . 

Budapest is negotiating with 
Moscow for tire fell withdrawal of 
Soviet troops from Hungary. 
Ferenc Somogyi, one of Horn’s 
deputies, said Tuesday tbe two 
sides would meet on Feb. 28 and 
by mid-March sign an accord on a 
timetable of withdrawal 

The Soviet Union last year 
withdrew 10,000 of foe 65,000 
troops it had stationed in Hun- 
gary since quashing foe 1956 up- 
rising, when Prime Minister Imre 
Nagy formed a multi-party gov- 
ernment and announced with- 
drawal from the- Warsaw Pact. 


Surviving Beatles 
reunite at Grammy 
Awards 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — T&e 
32nd a«wi»nl Gramm y Aw ards 
offered a chance for a remrion of 

sorts for tire three surviroog Bea- 
tles at the Shrine Aumtonum. 
Two former members of the Fab 
Four, George Harrison rad 
Ringo Starr, were in conlentmu 
for Grammys Wednes day n ight 
and the third surviving membeav 
Paul McCartney, was chosen in 
advance to receive an honemrfor 
his lifetime achievements. For- 
mer Beatie John Lennon was 


by a deranged fan. Harrison,.- -as. 
part of tire all-star travelling W3- 
buxys, was up for albu m of the , 
year best vocal rode pcifonn- 

ance for foe LP Travelling Wfl- 
burys Volume One. Starr’s team- 
ing with Buck Owens on the 
single Act Naturally earned a bid 
for Best Country Vocal Col- 
laboration. McCartney and jazz 
artist Miles Davis were chosen to 
receive lifetime achievement 
awards from the National 
Academy of Recordig Arts and 
Sciences. The academy said 
McCartney would be honoured 
on stage, receiving the award 
from actress Meryl Streep. It was 
unknown whether Harrison and 
Stair would be on hand. 

■ 

Let them eat 
grass, says envoy 

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) — 
Cnhtms would rather eat grass 
than McDonald's hamburgers to 
preserve tire purity of their Com- 
munist revolution, Cuban 
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in Cuba, but nobody’s starving," 
Lescaifle was quoted as saying in 
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n necessary, to 


appeared to be referring to the 
recent opening of a McDonald’s 
restaurant in Moscow. The Ham- 
burger chain’s Big Macs and fries, 
were well-received by Musco- 
vites. Relations between Cuba 
and the Soviet Uinon have gram 
strained in recent months as 
ideal Fidel Castro insists op re- 
taining the hardline Communism 
rejected by Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 
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Matador wins 
right to nickname 

MADRID (R) — Spanish bull- 
fighter Luis Miguel Gonzalez 
Lucas has won tire right to change 


nickname that earned him worid 
fame . — Domrngmn. A royal de- 
cree published Wednesday autho- 
rised him to call himself Luis 


which he was blown as the 
worid’s best bullfighter in the 
1950s. A friend of Pablo Picasso, 
Ernest Hemingway and the late 
American actress Ava Gardner, 
Dommguin. now 64, retired in 
1961. 


India, France in 
secret military deal 

MONTAUBAN, France (R) — - 
An Indian colonel visited France 
in mufti at foe weekend on a 
secret defence procurement mis- 
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army's mountain regiments. Tbe 
pack animals, 11 males and 11 
females, were supplied by a ccmF 
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